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Welcome to Spanish at Henley Bank Sixth Form!
We will be studying the A level specification over the two years, including the following topics:
Theme 1: Changes in contemporary Spanish society
· Traditional and modern values
· Cyberspace
· Equal rights
Theme 2: Artistic culture in the Spanish-speaking world
· Modern day idols
· Spanish regional identity
· Cultural heritage
Theme 3: Multiculturalism in Hispanic society
· Immigration
· Racism
· Integration
Theme 4: Aspects of political life in the Spanish-speaking world
· Youth today, citizenship and political commitment
· Monarchies and dictatorships
· Popular movements
Literary Text and Film Study:
· You will study one literary text and one film from the Spanish-speaking world. (Specific texts/films will be confirmed in September).
Studying Spanish A Level will deepen your understanding of the language and the diverse cultures of Spanish-speaking countries. You will develop advanced linguistic skills, including speaking, listening, reading, and writing, while exploring fascinating social, cultural, and political issues. This course will not only enhance your communication abilities but also broaden your horizons and prepare you for further study or travel.
Over the summer, I would like you to complete the following activities - we will use them in lessons when you start your A Level course in September.
Summer Activities
1. Spanish News Consumption: Choose one Spanish-speaking news outlet (e.g., El País, BBC Mundo, RTVE Noticias) and follow their news for at least 15-20 minutes daily for a week.
· https://elpais.com/
· https://www.bbc.com/mundo
· https://www.rtve.es/noticias/
After a week, answer the following questions:
· What were the main headlines or most important stories you encountered?
· Did you notice any differences in how news is presented compared to English-language media?
· What new vocabulary did you learn?
· What political or social issues were prominent in the news?
2. Film/Series Viewing: Watch a film or a few episodes of a series in Spanish (with Spanish subtitles if needed, or English subtitles initially to grasp the plot, then rewatch with Spanish subtitles).
· Suggestions:
· "Roma" (Netflix)
· "Pan's Labyrinth" (El Laberinto del Fauno)
· "La Casa de Papel" (Money Heist - Netflix)
· "Elite" (Netflix)
After watching, answer the following questions:
· What was the main plot or theme of the film/series?
· Did you notice any cultural aspects or social norms that were different from your own?
· What new phrases or expressions did you pick up?
· How did watching in Spanish enhance your understanding or appreciation?
3. Podcast/Music Exploration: Find a Spanish-language podcast or artist/playlist that interests you. Listen for at least 30 minutes.
· Podcast suggestions: "Duolingo Spanish Podcast," "Radio Ambulante" (NPR), "News in Slow Spanish."
· Explore genres like Latin Pop, Reggaeton, Flamenco, Bachata, Salsa, or traditional Spanish music.
After listening, answer the following questions:
· What was the topic of the podcast, or what was the general mood/message of the music?
· Were any parts you found particularly challenging or easy to understand?
· Did you discover any new vocabulary or grammatical structures?
· How does engaging with Spanish media like this help with language learning?
Optional Task: Further Reading
Read one of the books from the following list (you should be able to find these books in your local library or in most book shops). What are the key points the author is making within their chosen subject? To what extent do you agree? What further questions do you have?
· "Cien años de soledad" by Gabriel García Márquez (Classic Latin American literature)
· "Don Quijote de la Mancha" by Miguel de Cervantes (Abridged versions are available for beginners)
· "La Casa de los Espíritus" by Isabel Allende
· "El laberinto de la soledad" by Octavio Paz (Essays on Mexican identity)
· "Veinte poemas de amor y una canción desesperada" by Pablo Neruda (Poetry)
· "Como agua para chocolate" by Laura Esquivel
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