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A race to the nish
Hello and welcome to issue 5 of our
newsletter. What a year it has been but it is
important to mention just how successful the
year has been despite all of the challenges
linked to the Coronavirus Pandemic. The
students have been absolutely excellent and
as a school we could not be prouder.
As always with charity projects, the staﬀ and
students have thrown themselves into the
Henley Bank Marathon challenge raising
money for the NSPCC. Staﬀ and students
have been clocking up their miles at the
weekends, with friends in the evenings
and during running and athletics clubs
after school. The nal 5k will be completed
together during Sports Day. We want to say
a massive thank you to all of those who have
taken part in the events, and those who have
sponsored and encouraged the students
(and staﬀ ) to keep going. If you would still
like to donate anything to go to the NSPCC,
the link is on Parent Pay.
It is with absolute pleasure that I can
announce that we have been awarded the
Character Education Kitemark from the
Association of Character Education. This was
awarded to us for our excellent Character
Oﬀer with all the work that goes into the
Legacy programme including Co-Curricular

We have been really dissappointed to not be
able to oﬀer the planned Academic Review
Evenings earlier in the year, but the turn out
for the Academic Review Evenings both last
week and earlier this week was excellent and
I know staﬀ loved being able to discuss the
progress of your son/daughter with you. This
is supported by the determination shown by
students of all year groups during the most
recent round of assessments to exceed even
their expectations. We are hugely proud of
them.

clubs, the Colours system and the College
system. We are absolutely ecstatic with the
news and so proud of all the students who
are working towards their Colours, engaging
with the College system or attending one of
the many Co-Curricular clubs that we oﬀer.
We cannot wait to see what the future brings
with regards to our Character oﬀer.
It has been a year of academic success
with a huge amount of work going in to
developing the curriculum to make it even
stronger for our students. The addition of
Computer Science and Spanish has proven
extremely popular and we are looking
forward to seeing these, alongside all of our
other subjects grow even further in our next
academic year.

I would like to take this opportunity to
oﬃcially welcome the new Heads Of Year for
September. Year 7 will be led by Mr Phelps,
Year 8 by Miss Lothian, Year 9 by Miss Bythell
and Years 10 and 11 by Mr Powell. These
staﬀ are the rst port of call for any queries
or questions for your son/daughter. I would
like to thank Mr Barker, Mrs Middleton and
Mr Powell for all of their work with their year
groups during this academic year.
I wish you and your families a safe, happy
and healthy Summer and we look forward
to seeing the students return in September.
Years 7 and 11 will return on Monday 6th
September and students in Years 8, 9 and 10
will return on Tuesday 7th September.
Mr Derry, Headteacher

What a year it has been for Legacy and Character Education in the school. We began in September with the
relaunch of our Colleges and welcoming Year 7 into their new College families. In October we launched our
Colours Character Education programme to encourage everyone across Henley Bank High School to challenge
themselves to improve their Ambition, Con dence, Creativity, Respect and Determination. Since its launch,
we have seen over 100 half colours and colours handed out to both our staﬀ and our students. In October we
also launched our rst round of Legacy Co-Curricular Clubs which have now grown to us having an allotment
growing our own veg, redecorated rooms by our students, tness improving through sports as well as the
amazing growth of Music Technology. A lockdown also didn’t slow us down as Lockdown Colours were created,
Lockdown Clubs run and virtual tokens awarded to Colleges.
With all of this phenomenal work, we decided to contact the Association for Character Education and on 1st
July, a team of academics and leaders came to the school to visit Mrs Ben eld, staﬀ and students to talk about
the research and work we have done on Character so far. I am pleased to say that we have been awarded the
ACE School of Character Kitemark. Something which only a handful of schools have been awarded. Since then,
schools from as far as South Africa have been in contact to see what Henley Bank High School is doing for
Character. A massive well done to each and every Henley Bank High School student and staﬀ, we are very proud!
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STAR STUDENTS

An update from our
Heads of Year

Year 7

Our Head of Year team would like to say a few things about their speci c
year groups:

Dinaldo S never fails to begin the day
with a smile and continuously shows
enthusiasm and dedication. He has
thrown himself into his work in lessons,
being keen to tackle any challenges that
come his way and aims to succeed. He
continues to show resilience and energy.
Keep up the great work!

Year 8
Amir M has been working incredibly
hard not only in lessons but also on
his homework. He has achieved his
Ambition half colour and has shown
great determination and creativity;
particularly in his drawings that make me
happy every time I see them. He is always
positive and never fails to boost the
moods of anyone in his presence.

Year 9
Verity C has really shone this half term!
She has been involved in a range of
Co-curricular opportunities, and has
volunteered to support the school
in many ways. Verity was particularly
impressive when she supported
our new staﬀ inductions, where she
demonstrated con dence and respect.
Verity also contributed massively to our
recent Character Kitemark visit, where
she again showed all of the values we
pride ourselves in at school.

Year 10
Lucy H has shown unwavering
commitment to the early launch of the
year 11 strategy, working incredibly
hard in Period 0, working lunch,
period 6 and Champions hour. Lucy
has absolutely made the most of this
nal half term, and has equipped
herself with some great tools and
really powerful knowledge that will
help her achieve greatness throughout
year 11. She has also maintained
herpositive attitude and sense of
humour throughout a challenging time
in education.

Our Heads of Year have been working with and getting to know their year groups this
term ready for September.

Miss Lothian – Year 7
This has been a brilliant term for Year 7. They have grasped
every opportunity they have had to grow and thrive at Henley
Bank, embracing our values of Ambition, Con dence, Creativity,
Determination and Respect. They have risen to the occasion each
week as we put the spotlight on each of these values, showcasing
their strength and growth as the term progressed. Seeing them
engage in Fun Friday and their Co-Curricular activities has been a
treat. It has been a pleasure to begin getting to know the students
as their new Head of Year, and I look forward to working with them
more next year. I am extremely proud of them and cannot wait to
see what the next year holds for them as Year 8s!

Miss Bythell – Year 8
Becoming Head of Year of the Year 8s for the last term has been
such a pleasure and I cannot wait to continue in September. The
Year 8 students never fail to make me smile and each day make
me feel incredibly proud.
Mornings in Roll Call, as well as social times are my favourite parts
of the day, as it is lovely to see and hear them playing games like
basketball, table tennis and Uno whilst they cheer one another on,
building this ethos of teamwork has been a focus for us this term
and will continue.

Mr Powell – Year 9
It has been an absolutely fantastic nal half term for Year 9 as they
continue their education journey into Key Stage 4, beginning their
focus on their GCSE’s. With all options being nalised, and everything
being prepared for them, our Year 9’s are ready!
It has been great for me to work with this year group again, and I
cannot wait for September to really see what they can all achieve
together.
A huge thank you to the hard work that all parents, carers, family
& friends have put in to support your children through such a
challenging period - they have been outstanding.

Mr Powell – Year 10
The Year 10s have had a fantastic year. They have just nished their Pre-Public Examinations
and have been working really hard in their lessons to prepare for these. It is really exciting to
see Year 10 nish oﬀ the year with such maturity and commitment.
It has been an absolute pleasure being your Head of Year. I am really proud of all of you and
cannot wait to see you ourish in year 11, Enjoy the holidays!
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Legacy

Tutor Time Reading
Programme
Congratulations to
JENNER for being the winning
College this year. The ice cream
van has been rebooked so that
every student in Jenner who
has contributed to the College
can celebrate with us. Here’s to
an even more exciting College
Competition next year!

Reading is central to the daily life of a student
at Henley Bank High School. Over the course of
the year, our students have read, a staggering,
52 diﬀerent books! The average tutor group has
read 8 books this year! By reading at the start of
each day, in lessons, during DEAR time we know
that our students are becoming more aware
of the world around them and are becoming
better readers and writers across all areas of the
curriculum.
Over the last academic year, I have been so
impressed during my mornings where I pop into
tutor groups with the engagement students have
shown following the text with their bookmarks
and listening with respect. Then, outside of tutor
time the way in which students can communicate
with empathy about characters, topics in their
books and how much they are enjoying reading
their tutor book - it really is such a pleasure to
watch our students develop their thoughts and
opinions on the wide variety of literature we are
reading.
Looking forward to September, we have been
busy planning and developing our current books
on oﬀer.
We have some exciting new titles joining our
reading programme from September, including:

In September we will also be oﬀering students a
quiet place to read during lunch times with the
re-opening of the library. Students will also be
invited to apply to be their year group librarian
at the start of the term - a great way to show
leadership and earn a Legacy Colour.
We are always on the lookout for new titles to
develop our Tutor Time Reading Programme, so if
you have an idea, please do email us and share it.
Mrs Charters
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What is happening in
Science?
Y7 & Y8 have been back in the SuperLab this term. They have
been learning how to:
•

use a Bunsen Burner safely

•

use a microscope

•

measure liquids accurately

Educake Awards
Congratulations to these students for completing the most
questions on Educake this year.
Y7 - Callum (6300)
Y8 - Shayden (16036 !!)
Y9 - Niwell (5223)
Y10 - Sophie (3844)

Duke of Edinburgh
Award

It’s been an incredible year for Duke of Edinburgh awards at Henley
Bank and all the students involved have shown great determination
to succeed despite the challenges of lockdowns, school closures,
bubbles, and our typically unpredictable weather.
In the rst weekend of July, 4 students in Year 10 completed their
Silver expedition and 23 students across Year 9 & Year 10 completed
their Bronze expeditions. Each group had to plan their own route and
navigate using a map and compass while carrying all their kit to be
self-suﬃcient for the weekend. For many of them, this was also their
rst experience of camping, so it was amazing to see them enjoying
themselves at the campsite and at the checkpoints during their walks.
All students who completed their expeditions should be proud of
their achievements.
DofE sign up has now opened to all our students in Year 8 who
are already zzing with ideas for what to do for their Volunteering,
Physical and Skills sections from September. To sign up to begin
your Bronze Duke of Edinburgh award in Year 9, please pay the
£23 enrolment fee on Parent Pay by 14th September. If you have
any questions about anything regarding DofE, please email me at
ahaseler@henleybankhighschool.co.uk
Mr Haseler, Duke of Edinburgh Co-ordinator

Year 7 & Year 8 have had a fantastic day, designing the
next generation of propellers with engineers from Dowty
Engineering. Each group had £100 to buy their materials
and labour and really showed their CREATIVITY and
DETERMINATION to produce some incredibly eﬀective
prototypes.

Mrs McNeill, Head of Science

2
4

AMBITION | CONFIDENCE | CREATIVITY | RESPECT | DETERMINATION

Learning new skills in CAsT
It has been another really busy and exciting term where students have continued to amaze us with their creativity, talent, determination and passion
in the Creative Arts and Technology department.
Mr Blackwell - In Music KS3 have been demonstrating some outstanding skills in music lessons this term. Year 7 students have been learning how to
read music and have demonstrated some excellent instrumentation skills. Year 8 students have shown great composition skills by composing their
own piece of music and performing the piece in class. There have also been a few very brave individuals who have taken on the role of a conductor
and led the class as they performed. Lastly, our year 9s have demonstrated some excellent editing skills by producing their own podcasts! Some have
even gone on to produce their own music for the podcast! Well done to all our Music stars!
Mrs Ben eld - It has been all about devising this term in Performing Arts. Devising means creating something from scratch and our students never
fail to impress us with their CREATIVITY and DETERMINATION to do as well as they can in creating their own pieces. Using the knowledge they have
gained about diﬀerent styles of theatre, we have been honoured to watch performances in the style of Pantomime, Naturalism, Brecht and Physical
Theatre. We’ve also seen some of our Year 8s start to think about their sound design after learning about this in the Autumn Term.
Miss Bennett - This term, years 7 and 8 have been learning to devise a short performance based on a visual, written, or recorded stimulus.
Performances from year 8 so far have included two disastrous pirate ships, one Russian art heist, an adventure through crocodile-infested waters, and
a Heathers-esque prom queen tragedy. Year 7 have created performances including a kidnapping and an incoming tsunami!
Performing Arts has also begun to think about the school production for next year. We are really excited to announce that we are going to produce
‘Alice @ Wonderland’, the production we’d originally planned to perform in 2020. We cannot wait to see students back on the stage performing for
you next year.
Miss Bick - In Food Science, all students have been loving and excelling in their
assessments this term. The students from all years have been creating a range of
baked goods and patisserie to show oﬀ their food presentation as well as their
cooking skills that they have learnt this year.
Year 9’s have tackled the tricky task of Victoria sponge cakes navigating those allimportant timings. The cooking room resembled the Great British bake-oﬀ tent,
As you can see from the pictures we have some contenders for star baker.
Year 8 rose to the challenge of miniature lemon drizzle cake, zesting, juicing and
whisking to create wonderful moist lemon cakes drizzled with yummy zesty
icing. All the students created golden brown delicious miniature cakes. A few
soon to be junior bake-oﬀ stars.
Year 7 our budding chefs extraordinaire with only a few practical lessons this
year. For the rst time this year they cooked and created awesome delicious
scones. All students were determined to succeed and they did with a mixture of
delicious cheese and fruit scones. Teachers from all over the school came to see
and taste their baking creations.

Mrs Lane - In Art, students have been continuing their work on nal pieces. Year 7 have
spent the term drawing out large scale Julian Opie inspired self-portraits and learning
to build up colour to create a matt nish. Students had to demonstrate excellent control
with their application and ensure that no areas were uneven or patchy! Year 8 have now
nished their Aboriginal nal paintings where they had to build in a story or theme with
symbolism and meaning which they had developed from earlier research and ideas. Year
9 have been learning how to mix acrylic paint and have created great pieces inspired by
lego blocks, owers, sweets and gaming controllers! Finally, year 10 have shown amazing
talent in their recent art pre-public exam, where they had to produce a research page on a
chosen artist. The standard and quality form this work was exceptional and I can’t wait to
see how they progress next year.
I’d like to nish by saying a huge well done to all of our creative stars at Henley Bank High
School. They have worked incredibly hard and we wish them a relaxing summer break. If
any student would like to be creative over the holidays, we’d LOVE to see their work when
they get back - whether this be some music, a photograph, a song, or a review from a
show or cinema trip!

Mrs Lane, Head of CAsT
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Religious Studies
This term our Year 7 students have been studying the Hindu religion. The students have been learning about Hindu beliefs in God and the
concept of avatars (not the lm). They are comparing the Trimurti with the Christian belief of the Trinity and how these beliefs are shown
through worship. The Year 7’s will also be studying the diﬀerent festivals celebrated in the Hindu faith including Diwali. Diwali is the festival of
light and celebrates the New Year and the celebration of good over evil with the story of Rami and Sita. The students are encouraged to create
their own Rangoli patterns and to bring them into school to help celebrate the end of the school year and everything we are thankful for this
year. They are also a great activity to do in the Summer holidays.

In Year 8, this term students have been studying the Jewish religion. The students have been learning about Jewish beliefs in God and how
this is re ected in the lives of Jews. The students have been fascinated by the 613 Mitzvot (rules) which all Jews follow throughout their lives.
The students have learnt that like Christianity there are diﬀerent types of Jews and this can be seen in the way the laws/rules are interpreted.
Students are going on to look at Jewish places of worship, and will take part in a virtual tour of a synagogue. And I know they will have lots of
questions. Our Year 8 students have shown great respect for other religions this year and the questions they have asked show that they are
growing in terms of their own beliefs and the society they want to live in. The work we are doing on Judaism will be very useful in Year 9 when
students study the Holocaust in both RS and History.

History
Since last term, Year 7 have left the burning Tudor stake and
arrived in the 1630s, tracking the rising tensions leading up
to England’s famous war with itself: The Civil War. Year 7s
have journeyed through the tyrannous reign of Charles I,
understanding what ships, forests, soap, and Scotland have in
common, as well delving into the battle elds of the Naseby
and Marston Moor. Executing the King is all well and good, but
as the Year 7s will be able to tell you, Cromwell’s new reign did
not necessarily mean an extension of democracy. Was Cromwell
the new tyrant? Was he a villain or hero? Did the Puritans nally
get their way? Was the Civil War a failure by 1662 due to the
Restoration? The Year 7s won’t be so cavalier as they keep on
their hats on their (round)heads and learn about the short-lived
English Republic!
By contrast, Year 8s have taken to the streets of Edwardian
Britain to ght for the right to vote. What do blue stockings,
angels and steel cages have in common, and why had it taken
so long for women to gain the vote are questions the Year 8s
will be able to answer as they sharpen their understanding
about 20th century protest. Year 8 will have developed their
understanding of the changing de nition of protest, violence
and democracy: is it fair to describe the suﬀragettes as ‘violent’?
Did Emily Davison mean to become a martyr? In any case, why
it had taken so long for enfranchisement is a question the Year
8s will contemplate as they delve into the gritty work of the
munition’s factories, dirty prison cells of the hunger-strikers and
farming elds of England during the War. Deeds, not words!
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Peace! Bread! Land! Petrograd and Brockworth couldn’t be further apart,
but the Year 9s have taken the ambitious and radical journey to the
East, understanding the rise of the Red, and why communism took hold
of one of the most powerful autocratic Empires of the 20th century.
What did Japan, a humble Priest and a mythic monk have to do with
it all? Why was WWI such a disaster for the Tsar of Russia, and did the
Russian Revolution just create an ideological Empire even deadlier and
more brutal than ever before? Year 9 will be careful as they navigate
the Menshevik ranks and Tsarist Dumas to conclude what really caused
the Revolution, as well as understand the eﬀects and rise of Lenin and
Stalin. Marx my words, this is going to be a revolutionary education.
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Geography
Year 7 have just nished their topic of Development and are taking a trip to the seaside to
learn about how diﬀerent processes create distinctive landforms at the coastline. They have
looked at diﬀerent examples of coastlines in The United Arab Emirates, The Horn of Africa, The
Maldives and in the UK to see how they utilise their coastlines in diﬀerent ways to promote
development. Whilst also looking at the increasing pressures Global Warming is having upon
these places.

Gol ng skills
It has been great to take the Golf Club
students to Gloucester Golf Club to put
all their hard work into practise at the
course! There was fantastic eﬀort by all
involved, and some real talent being
developed. Bring on next year.

Year 8 are studying Development, looking at how countries developed over time and what
factors lead to some countries and areas not developing as quickly, with the resultant long
term impacts that has had. Students will also be looking at what life is like in places of varying
wealth and levels of development, to empathise with others around the World, and to realise
that the world is often a better place than we think or are told in the media. Students will then
focus upon North America, and see why diﬀerent countries and even areas within countries
vary. Before turning their attention to future sustainability, to help our students become active
global citizens of the future.
Year 9 have taken a delve into the deep oceans this term, learning about the characteristics of
the ocean sea bed, realising that Mt Everest is not actually the tallest mountain on our planet,
global ocean currents and the resultant food webs across diﬀerent temperature oceans.
Students are now studying who owns the oceans, navigating the precarious laws of the open
waters and realising how diﬃcult these laws are to enforce. Year 9 will nish by looking at the
environmental problems that are being caused by humans and the resultant impacts this is
having upon our Oceans, our largest and most biodiverse biome on planet Earth.
Year 10 are nishing oﬀ the content from Paper 1, looking at the evidence to show past Climate
Change, the physical and human factors that cause Climate Change, and the resultant impacts
this has upon society, the economy and most importantly, the environment. We will then
conclude Year 10 by looking at what we can do as a global community to try and reduce the
rate of Global Warming to protect the environment and the World as we know it.
Finally, I would like to say a huge well done to all students in their Humanities subjects. It has
obviously been a bizarre year, but one in which you have shown determination, resilience,
respect and compassion for your studies and for one another. Have a restful summer and the
team and I very much look forward to seeing you in the new academic year.

Silver Award
We are pleased to announce that we
have been awarded the Silver Award
as Skills Mastermind on Hegartymaths
and a Silver Award for students
completing 20 hours of work each in
total this past academic year. Well done
to all!

Mr Brookland, Head of Humanitites

Mr Partridge, Head of Maths
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An update on sports at HBHS
Well it might not have been the sporting calendar that we wanted this year, but at least we
have been able to provide sport in PE lessons. A huge thank you to all the students for arriving
ready for lessons in the wind, rain, hail and glorious sunshine that we have been lucky enough
to have on the odd occasion. Our students have been able to get a taste of the activities that
were missed during lockdown, as well as those that will become the full focus next year. Whilst
athletics, cricket and rounders have been able to run as normal, we are so looking forward to
actually being able to put our skills to the test when we can return to xtures in the new school
year. I would like to thank the numerous staﬀ who have supported the Co-Curricular sports
that have been on oﬀer. I know that the golf has been a huge hit - quite literally, and the girls
netball summer league has seen fantastic attendance.
With all the excitement of the Olympics and the Euro’s it is great to announce that The Royal
Navy Team were the winners of the Netball Summer league, having played in 3 matches a
week for the past 8 weeks. The team will receive their winners shirts in the new academic year,
and these can be used for PE lessons. We can’t wait to have xtures in all of our sports from
September. Also congratulations to the following who were named players player, by their
own teams.
Royal Navy - Pearl (Year 9)
Bumblebees - Charlotte (Year 8)
Henley Bankers - Niwell (Year 9)
Sunshine Girls - Nicanor (Year 8) & Miranda (Year 7)
Neon Diamonds - Sapphire (Year 8)
Thank you so much to all the wonderful students who have taken the time to join myself, Miss
Rawlings, Mr Derry, Miss Saltmarsh and Mrs Cutler to work on their kilometers towards their
marathons. I know many of you have also been working hard away from school and keeping
me regularly updated on your progress - this has been fantastic. At the time of writing we are
up to 1790km against our total of 2,100km.
Sports day will be on the last day of term and we are really looking forward to bringing
together all students in their own bubbles to be able to complete the day.
We have listened hard to the students and know that we need to keep being resilient to the
weather as it moves into the dark, cold of winter. The new PE coat is now in stock at the school
shop, and ¾ zip top will be arriving soon, ready for the colder months ahead. We would also
like to remind all our students that the Henley bank leggings will be the only ones to be worn
in PE from September - we appreciate that there has been some delay in items coming into
stock.
For now, have a wonderful break with friends and family, stay t and safe and we look forward
to a new year with you all in September.

KEY DATES
Monday 6th September
– Year 7 & 11 ONLY
Tuesday 7th September
- All students return
Thursday 16th September
- Y7 & Y11 School photographs
Thursday 23rd September
- World of work fair
Sunday 17th October
- Ten Tors Fitness Test - Forest of Dean
Thursday 21st October
- Year 10 & 11 Higher Education &
Further Education Evening
Friday 22nd October
- End of Term 1
Monday 1st November
- Inset Day (Staﬀ only)

A reminder that
you can nd our full
school calendar on
our website

We hope you
enjoyed reading
our newsletter.
Please use the
following links
to get oﬃcial
information from
the school:

W: www.henleybankhighschool.co.uk
Facebook – @henleybankhighschool
Twitter – @henleybankhigh
Henley Bank High School
Mill Lane,
Brockworth,
Gloucester, GL3 4QF
T: 01452 863372
E: admin@henleybankhighschool.co.uk
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