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A new era begins
school life such as our Legacy co-curricular
clubs and Fun Fridays (the tug of war and
NSPCC cake sales were particularly popular
with the students).

Hello and welcome to the first newsletter of
this academic year and what a start to the
year it has been. It has felt like a sense of
returning to normality with students being
able to mix with each other beyond their year
group, as well as use all parts of the school.
Seeing students faces back in the Super Lab
in Science has been a particular highlight to
the term. It has been great to welcome back
students into the school to start their next
school year, as well as welcome our largest
ever cohort in Year 7.
Students have had a brilliant start to the
school year and really gone for it in lessons,
as well as engaging in the wider aspects of

With restrictions changing, we were able to
return to a more traditional open evening
and open mornings. These were extremely
successful and required us to add additional
open morning dates to allow for more
parents/carers to come and see the school
in action. This is absolutely testament to the
hard work and determination for the school
to succeed by the staff, students and their
families, as well as the wider community.
We are really excited to see what the future
brings.
The focus and engagement in lessons has
been exceptional, with all year groups really
working hard and enjoying their learning.
The Year 11s have just completed their first
‘snapshot assessment’ which will give an
insight into where they currently are, to
further enable their teachers to support
them prior to the Pre-Public Examinations
(PPEs) which start on Monday 22nd
November. Next half term will see Years 7 -10
complete assessments in all subjects. Further
information regarding this will be sent out to
you shortly.

Legacy Clubs have had a brilliant uptake and
it has been brilliant to see our students (and
staff ) engage in new skills and hopefully
future hobbies. These include Craft Club,
Duke of Edinburgh, Student Leadership,
Today’s Thinkers, Maths Challenge, Rock
School, Set design, Drama Club, Allotment
Club, Legacy Pride Club, as well as our
brilliant sport club offer of Rugby, Netball
and Football. More Legacy Clubs will be
added throughout the year so if your son/
daughter wishes to join one of these existing
or new clubs, then please ask them to speak
to Mrs Benfield or their Head of Year.
During the next half term, we will be
launching our Food Bank Appeal. This was
launched for the first time last year and was
hugely successful, with the Trussell Trust
being blown away by the commitment,
determination and consideration that was
shown in supporting this brilliant charity.
We are looking forward to this appeal again
and seeing how we can help those who need
some additional support.
I wish all our students, staff and their families
a safe half term break. We have an Inset
Day on Monday 1st November, but we look
forward to welcoming all year groups back
on Tuesday 2nd November.
Mr Derry, Headteacher

From strength to strength
We are incredibly proud to announce
that we have won the NASEN Secondary
School Of The Year for SEND.
They said “SEND issues are central to
this school’s approach, with all staff
aware of their responsibilities to young
people with SEND & responding swiftly to
requests for help”
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STAR STUDENTS

An update from our
Heads of Year

Year 7

Our Head of Year team would like to say a few things about their specific
year groups:

Charlie has an exemplary attendance,
homework and behaviour record, his
attitude to learning has been incredible.
Charlie has also been very conscientious
towards other students ensuring that
others have friends around them during
social times.

Year 8
Patrick’s kindness and positivity
brightens up my morning every day.
He has embraced Year 8 fantastically,
showing strength and resilience in his
work. It has been brilliant watching him
take part in Rock School and discussing
music. He has continued to grow in
confidence and I look forward to seeing
what this year brings him. Keep it up!

Year 9
Cole has made a great start to Year 9,
he has shown great confidence and
determination to his school work. I am
incredibly proud of the progress Cole
has made so far, especially in languages
and Humanities. He consistently tries
hard in lessons and homework. Not
only this, Cole is also polite and friendly
to all students and staff each and every
day. This is an attribute I admire most
about Cole as he has the ability to
put a smile on anyone’s face with his
interactions.

Year 10
Hillary exemplifies everything it means
to be a Henley Bank High School
member, and continues every day
to impress and inspire those around
her. She has been a huge part of the
student leadership team, and her input
and opinions on a variety of aspects of
the school day are hugely significant.
Hillary is forging an incredible legacy
throughout her time in Henley Bank
High School. Thank you for all you do
the the school community.
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Mr Phelps – Year 7
Year 7 have made an incredible start to their time at Henley Bank.
Quickly adapting to the routines and layout of the school, this
cohort has jumped feet first into everything that life at Henley Bank
High School has to offer. The take-up on co-curricular clubs has
been really encouraging as students look to learn new and improve
on existing skills. Homework club is vibrant as students take the
opportunity to complete their homework with school staff present.
It has been a highlight to receive a number of emails from my
teaching colleagues expressing how much they have enjoyed the
energy and interest that the Year 7s have displayed in their subjects.
It has really been a pleasure to be their Head of Year and see such a
rapid growth in confidence and development of their character.

Miss Lothian – Year 8
Year 8 are off to a fantastic start this year. They have come into
their second year at Henley Bank and embraced all the challenges
and new opportunities that have come their way. It has been
wonderful to see them interacting with the other years again in Roll
Call and social times, something which is helping them develop
their confidence and personalities. Watching them becoming role
models to our new Year 7s has been a pleasure. Their passion and
engagement in the co-curricular clubs and Fun Friday challenges
is incredible and I always look forward to seeing them around the
building.

Miss Bythell – Year 9
I am incredibly proud of the Year 9s this year. They are all showing
how they are growing into mature, positive, ambitious young
people. It is a pleasure to see them working hard in lessons and
homework club to push themselves to do better. Not only this, Year 9
are incredibly committed to our co-curricular offer. It is the highlight
of my week to visit clubs and see my students bake brownies, play
sports, perform, show great teamwork, improve skills in various
areas and much more. This is one thing I admire most about the
Year 9s, they are always willing to give new things a go and are very
resilient in trying. I am really excited to see the Year 9s progress
further as we go through the academic year.
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Mr Powell – Year 10
Year 10 have settled into Key Stage 4 with great
determination and lots of positive energy. It has been a
real privilege to observe them working hard in their new
options subject, with many students studying content
they have never been exposed to before, such as in Health
and Social Care and Enterprise. It is also amazing to see
that although they are all working incredibly hard in their
examination subjects, and their academic performance but also still embracing the Legacy programme and the
co-curricular opportunities.

STAR STUDENTS
Year 11
Adam has risen to the challenge of year
11 like no other. He has engaged with
every aspect of the Year 11 strategy, and
can almost always be found doing extra
work and revision tasks in the ICT room,
either before school, during working
lunch and then again during champions
hour. The academic credit Adam has built
up already during this half term is going
to launch him forward, and put himself
in a phenomenal position to achieve
outstanding results in the summer. Keep
up the great work Adam, your influence
on those around you is such a positive
one!

Mr Powell – Year 11
I am incredibly proud of the effort of every single Year 11 student in the school. We have
regularly reminded students that “we are all on the same mountain, but have a different journey
to the top” and they have absolutely exemplified this so far this year. The students have an
incredible ability to support one another, certainly during working lunch and champions hour
where I regularly see and hear students helping out with challenging revision tasks, or proof
reading each other’s work - the collaboration is inspiring! Stepping into Year 11 like the absolute
champions that they are. Relentless in their drive for success, whilst maintaining the humour
and compassion that make this wonderful year group what they really are.
My particular highlights have been enjoying performances of MacBeth, and playing our own
version of Crazy Golf in the mornings before Roll Call starts - I am excited to see what we can
come up with in these spaces throughout the rest of the school year.

World of Work Day
Henley Bank High School welcomed a variety of guests on Thursday 23rd September to their World
of Work Day. Designed to give students from Years 8-11 an insight into the different employment
pathways once they leave school, everyone was given a quiz to find out as much information they
possibly could about the industries presented to them.

A particular highlight was Unilever, who provided students with products that they are famous for
making as well as a virtual cockpit from Fly2Be and some sports experiments from Hartpury College
and University. There were stands from the Arts, STEM, Law, the Military and the NHS to name a few.
Many Year 11s were very excited that they now have contacts to help them with the next stage in
their education.

Henley Bank High School would like to thank Mrs Camber
and Mrs Dobson for all their hard work in organising the
event and for all employers who took the time out of their
day to talk to our students.
Mrs Benfield, Assistant Headteacher
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Maths Challenge Club
It was really great to see lots of students going to the Maths
Challenge Club, the atmosphere was buzzing with activity.
It's an absolute pleasure to see so many of our young people
testing themselves and showing great TEAMWORK and AMBITION!
A special mention to Oliver P, Matesha C, Reem A, and Dinaldo for
their continued great efforts and also to Miss Scott-Bowden and
the maths team for putting on such a great club!

Reading @ HBHS
School library
Our library has undergone a transformation - it is now organised and a lovely
space to enjoy some peaceful reading. There are lots of genres, writers and
titles - something for everyone! The school library is open every lunch time
for students to visit to read quietly or to borrow a new book for reading for
pleasure. The best thing: it is open to any student (and staff!) entirely free of
cost- all we ask is that our books are looked after for the next person to enjoy.
For more information, speak to Mrs Charters.

We hope to see many more of you there next term, be there or be a
regular quadrilateral!
Mr Partridge, Head of Maths

MFL
What an enthusiastic start for all our year groups! While Year 7
are learning how to introduce themselves, Year 8 are building on
what they learnt last year and are now discovering how to talk
about where they live. Depending if they are studying French
or Spanish, Year 9 are either revisiting talking about themselves
and their relationship with family and friends or are talking about
holidays…a lot is going on! Every year group will have a go at
writing an extended piece this term- here are a few examples from
our new GCSE group… what a great start Year 10, bravo!
Our students attending our World cinema club enjoyed watching 2
movies this term:
“Le petit Nicolas” (an adaptation from a famous French children
book) and “Zipi y Zape” (another adaptation, this time from a
famous Spanish comic book).
If you are interested in watching a movie in another language,
come along with your suggestions – it doesn’t have to be French or
Spanish – and we will try to find the movie to watch it all together!

School librarian opportunity
Applications are open for students in Years 7-10 to apply to be a Student
Librarian for 2021/2022 academic year. This opportunity will help students
to develop skills such as confidence, communication, teamwork and will
also contribute as evidence towards Legacy Colours and Duke of Edinburgh
volunteering. Students will be responsible for the running of our Roll Call
Book Library Trolleys and also the running of the main library in the English
block. Students have been sent a Google Form to their school email address
which is to be completed by Friday 22nd October (3pm deadline) if students
wish to get involved. A meeting will be held after Half Term for those who
have applied as well as training sessions. For more information, speak to Mrs
Charters.

DEAR Bookmarks

Mrs Clarkson,
Teacher of MFL

Another exciting reading-related piece of
news is that hot off the press are the new
Henley Bank High School bookmarks. A
bookmark has been given to all students
in Years 7-10 so that students can use
these in their DEAR books (no more
folded pages or post it notes needed!)
to keep place between reading sessions.
Our beautifully designed bookmark
also is a good way for students to use
across the page to help them keep place
during DEAR time as they read. If you
need another bookmark, please ask your
English teacher.
Mrs Charters, Tutor Time Reading
Programme Co-ordinator
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Learning new skills in CAsT
It has been a very busy term in the Art and Technology department, where students have
been learning about a lot of new things in Art, Design Technology, Computer Science and
Food Science. In Art, all students in Year 7-9 have gone back to developing their drawing
skills in their new units and we have seen a wave of insects, still life bottles and shoe
drawings using gradient pencils. They have shown a very high standard in their work
and we look forward to developing these skills next in new materials such as ink, acrylic
and pastels. In Design Technology, students have started their design projects with great
enthusiasm. Year 7 are looking at the skills needed for designing a Tangram puzzle, Year
8 are researching into Ugly Dolls in Textiles and Year 9 are investigating and exploring
Jewellery for their metal workshop sessions later in the year. We look forward to seeing
some of the finished products. Year 7 have started their introduction to Computer
Science and how to work in collaboration safely and online using the G Suite. Year 8 and
9 have been looking at investigating the 3 layers of Hardware, Software and Operating
Systems. Computer Science is a new subject in KS3 this year and we are already seeing
the huge benefits that this subject offers for our students. Finally, our Year 7 Food Science
students have been looking at Healthy eating and what is essential in our daily diets. Year
8 have been looking at micronutrients, vitamins, minerals and special diets, with Year 9
exploring food provenance.
We were extremely proud of our students who stayed and helped in the kitchen for our
open evening, where some beautiful focaccia bread was sampled (made lovingly by our
KS4 students) and the visiting Year 6 had a go at decorating the cookies made by our
younger students. We are very excited to see students in the kitchen after half term ready
to showcase their practical talents. Well done to all of our Art and Technology students
this term.
Mrs Lane, Head of CAsT

Duke of Edinburgh
It’s been a bumper summer for Duke of Edinburgh awards at Henley Bank!
54 excited Year 9 students have signed up to begin their Bronze Duke of
Edinburgh journey this year.
Duke of Edinburgh awards are earned outside of timetabled lessons and each
student chooses their own route to earning their award, setting their own
ambitious goals for what they hope to achieve. Our amazing Year 9 students
have already begun their Volunteering, Physical and Skills sections and are
beginning to gather some impressive evidence of everything they’ve been
doing.
Alongside this, 23 Year 10 students showed great determination to finish their
Bronze awards and 2 Year 11 students have already completed their Silver
awards over the summer. It’s been fantastic to see our students wearing their
hard-earned Duke of Edinburgh badges on their blazers with pride around
the school. Finally well done to Sam and Amy in Year 10 and Year 11 for their
determination and effort during their shared Bronze expeditions with Blaise
High School in September, you did yourselves proud.
"I think I learned more determination on the expedition because at some
points it did get tough." - Gemma Year 11 (who earned her Silver DofE award
this year)
Mr Haseler, DofE Co-ordinator
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An update on sports @ HBHS

I can’t believe what a difference a year makes! It has been fantastic to be able to deliver a full curriculum so far this year without any adaptations.
Rugby has full contact back in it, netball shows marking of 3ft not 4ft and the fundamental skills can access all the equipment. I have to say it has
also been great to see so many faces on co-curricular days, we definitely have some strong teams coming through and look forward to our first
fixture next term with our local rivals.
Year 11 continues to prepare well for this year’s examinations; working hard both in the practical elements of badminton with Mr Foran, and also
towards their GCSE theory exam in January.
Our year 10 leaders are also developing well, and we look forward to being able to use their skills later in the year with some primary events that
the school will be hosting once again.
In other news, the final winter layer for PE is now available from the school uniform shop. This is a midlayer top, with a separate option should
anyone wish to have a more fitted version. This concludes our optional items to ensure that the students stay warm.
Next term the weather will continue to become a little colder and we still have a number of Noggin and Henley bank branded beanie hats that can
be worn in both PE or to school. I will update parent pay for you so this can be accessed. These are held on site so can be with students as soon as
they are paid for.
Wishing you all a fabulous October break
Mrs Cuke, Head of PE

History
Year 7’s have been understanding the broader ways in which Britain has changed since the Year 0. Starting with learning the language of historians,
Year 7 delved into the various ways technology and migration have changed Britain, as well as understanding the incredible population boom in
the 19th century. Of course the cannon, the castle and internet forged our history in certain ways, but as the Year 7’s will tell you, the mighty seed
drill, plough and flushing toilet are equally underestimated in creating the modern Britain we know today. Additionally, Year 7 have explored the
ways in which migrating peoples have made Britons British over the course of 2000 years, and how the concept of Britishness is merely a wonderful
mix of the Irish, Saxon, Viking, Norman, Caribbean heritages (to
name a few) that have made their way to our shores in our past.
Year 8’s have grappled with perhaps the most significant modernworld legacy Britain has left behind; the Empire. Over the course
of this term, Year 8 have been exploring the ways in which the
Empire sent settlers to North America for religious, economic
and imperial purposes, as well as the reasons for the British
colonists eventually revolting. Through the eyes of Ferguson,
who suggested that the Empire ‘enhanced global welfare’, Year
8s will be comparing the experiences of the British colonisation
of America with that of India, where they will encounter differing
interpretations on how and who did and did not benefit from
one of the largest Empires the world has ever seen. By Christmas,
Year 8 will be able to explain whether they think the railroads,
administration and free market were worthwhile advantages over
the ruthless colonisation of a fifth of a globe.
Year 9 have turned their attention to the 20th century Britain,
where warfare caused radical changes to society. Starting with
the Boer War, Year 9s will be exploring the various ways World
War prior to 1950 caused huge changes to the way we imagine
gender roles in society, manipulate technology for medical and
military purposes, as well as causing significant changes to the political scene in Britain. Whether by laying down in the trenches of World War
One or by crawling through the concentration camps of South Africa, our students will gain a valuable insight into how warfare across the Empire
caused significant changes to the lives of Britons in Britain at the time.
We welcomed three History classes into Year 10 this year and they have been learning about Anglo-Saxon life and society before the invasions and
battles that pursued, courtesy of the Normans. We have been very impressed with how the Year 10 Historians have taken to their studies and the
homework tasks. Year 11 Historians continue to make their way through Historical topics such as the American West, Weimar and Nazi Germany and
Anglo Saxon ad Norman England. We are looking forward to marking their snapshot assessments to see what they can currently achieve and where
we can develop them further.
Mr Brookland, Head of Humanitites
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Geography
The Year 7’s have been introduced to Geography by looking at the key concepts and ideas
that underpin learning about the World that we live in. Students have been learning that
as Geographer’s, they have to be inquisitive about the world around them and that ideas
are thought of to try and tackle solutions. Students have been improving their locational
knowledge by learning about the continents and oceans, lines of latitude and are now moving
onto improving their map skills which is an integral part of interpreting and analysing the
world around them.
Year 8 have been studying Weather and Climate since their return in September. As we
progress through Autumn and Winter approaches, we see the longer night’s and colder
temperatures drawing in more quickly. Year 8 students will be able to tell you exactly what
causes the seasons and the differing weather they bring. They have also been looking at what
creates different climates in different parts of the world and how meteorologists can measure
different elements of the weather.
Year 9 have been learning about Global Resources, with a focus on Energy and Water. The main
themes have included; where we get our energy from, why some places produce more than
others, why some countries use more than others and why the demand globally is increasing
with each passing year. With current topical issues in the news about natural gas shortages and
price rises and petrol panic buying, this topic is showing why global resources are so important
and sought after.
Year 10 Geographers experienced the return of the fieldtrip, with students being transported
over to the Forest of Dean to measure the changing velocity of the river. Students have been
learning about river processes and landforms since starting their Geography GCSE journey and
concluded that Blackpool Brook does indeed follow the theory that a river’s velocity should
increase with distance downstream.
Year 11 Geographers are studying the opportunities
and challenges that Lagos, Nigeria faces with
increased levels of migration and natural population
increase as part of their case study work. Year 11
are now turning their attention to Paper 2: Human
Geography where they have been looking at the
process of urbanisation, the factors underpinning it
and the emergence of megacities in the developing
world. Like the Historians, we look forward to
seeing how they fare in their upcoming snapshot
assessments.

KEY DATES
Friday 22nd October
– End of Term
Monday 25th October - Friday 29th
October
- Half Term
Monday 1st November
- Inset Day (Staff only)
Tuesday 2nd November
- All students return
Saturday 6th November
- Ten Tors Fitness Test - Forest of Dean
Monday 15th November - Thursday
9th December
- Year 7, 8, 9, 10 Assessments
Monday 22nd November - Friday
3rd December
- Year 11 Pre-public examinations
Monday 13th December
- Year 7 & 8 Panto Theatre Trip

Don’t forget that
you can find
the full school
calendar on our
website

Mr Brookland, Head of Humanitites
We hope you enjoyed
reading our newsletter.
Please use the following
links to get official
information from the
school:
W: www.henleybankhighschool.co.uk
Facebook – @henleybankhighschool
Twitter – @henleybankhigh
Henley Bank High School
Mill Lane,
Brockworth,
Gloucester, GL3 4QF
T: 01452 863372
E: admin@henleybankhighschool.co.uk
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