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We hear the bells ringing
happening in the new year.
This term has seen students across all years
take assessments. Students have really
worked hard with these and it is such a
testament to their determination to be
successful that have shown how focused and
committed they have been throughout them.
Our Year 11 students had their full mock
period exam and were an absolute credit
throughout. January sees the first actual
GCSE exams taking place, so I wish Year 11
students all the best of luck with these.

Hello and welcome to the latest newsletter
of this academic year. As we end another
brilliant term, I just wanted to take some time
to acknowledge just some of the incredible
events that have taken place over the last
few weeks. Students in Years 7 and 8 had a
careers event which involved a real-life falcon
visiting the school, Year 10 Geographers
went on their field trip visit to Blackpool
Brook in the Forest of Dean, a huge number
of fixtures in football, rugby and netball, as
well as over half the school going to watch
the pantomime in Cheltenham this week. It is
brilliant to be able to see and hear students
really interacting with these experiences
that take place beyond the classroom and
we are looking forward to lots more of these

Auditions and subsequent rehearsals for our
school production of Alice @ Wonderland
has been taking place over the last few
weeks and we are really excited to welcome
parents, carers and the local community to
come and watch this in February. Look out
for more information on this. It is a full team
event with students not only being in the
actual production, but also helping design
the tickets, set and costumes. I wish all the
students involved all the success with their
final weeks of rehearsals and the forthcoming
performances.
It has been fantastic to see the incredible
response once again to the Food Bank
appeal. Over 600 items have been donated,
as well as over £100 raised for the charity. The
Trussell Trust have expressed just how much

it means for the local community and how
grateful they are for all the contributions that
have come in once again this year. A massive
thank you to everyone who has got involved.
It was a fantastic start to the week and it
was a great pleasure to be able to see 295
students and 20 members of staff visit the
Everyman Theatre to watch the performance
of Jack and the Beanstalk. They all thoroughly
enjoyed themselves and I would like to say
a big thank you to all of our staff that were
involved in this trip. A huge amount of work
goes into these events prior to the day and
this is made to happen by team work across
many areas of the school. Thank you as well
to those staff who undertook traffic control
on the evening to ensure the safety of our
students leaving the school site.
I wish all our students, staff and their
families a safe break. We have an Inset
Day on Tuesday 4th January, but we look
forward to welcoming all year groups back
on Wednesday 5th January. A reminder that
students will need to attend school for mass
testing on the afternoon of Tuesday 4th
January (if consent has been given).
Mr Derry, Headteacher

Food Bank Appeal
Thank you for all of your generous
donations again this year. The food
donations have made their way to the
food bank to be distributed in time
for Christmas.
From your generous donations we
were also able to donate £135 to
enable the Food Bank to purchase
items that are in short supply to them.
They offer a fantastic service and we
would urge any of our families that
need some help to get in contact on
01452 309683.
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STAR STUDENTS

An update from our
Heads of Year

Year 7

Our Head of Year team would like to say a few things about their specific
year groups:

Sophie R has had an incredible start to her
time here at Henley Bank High School. Her
attendance and homework record show
that she is determined to make the most of
her time here and is willing to work hard to
learn as much as she can. Her punctuality
and engagement in all lessons has been
commented on by several teachers and
she is always keen to be as helpful as she
can be. It has been a real delight to see
Sophie adapt so well to the school and
routines.

Mr Phelps – Year 7

Year 8
Kyra has shown great determination
this half term, working hard in lessons
and towards her learning. She has also
thrown herself into Legacy, taking part
in co-curricular clubs and working
towards achieving her colours. It has
been a pleasure to watch Kyra grow in
confidence and ambition. Keep up the
wonderful work!

Year 9
Latasia has shown this half term what
an ambitious and talented young
lady she is. I am extremely proud of
her efforts within lessons, as well as
the determination she is showing
to improve her skills, particularly in
cooking club. Not only is Latasia a
role model for other students, this
half term she has shown kindness
and respect towards them by always
offering to help and support younger
students, whether it be by washing
up in cooking club or just being there
to listen when someone needs it.
Latasia, keep up everything you are
doing and keep shining as bright as
you do!

		

Year 7 have continued to make great progress in their first year at
Henley Bank High School. They have continued to adapt to the
routines of life at secondary school and have shown a huge amount
of resilience in dealing with new experiences, like assessment
week. It was really pleasing to see and hear how many of them
took this season seriously and showed great determination to do
their very best in each assessment task. Outside of the classroom, I
had the pleasure of seeing the Year 7s take part in both Rugby and
Netball fixtures against other schools; Win, lose or draw, they really
represent the school well and I am very proud of them. As I write, we
are really looking forward to taking a large number of Year 7 to the
Pantomime in Cheltenham - it promises to be quite memorable after
the restrictions we all faced last year. In that note, I’d like to wish all
of our Year 7s and their families a very happy Christmas and New
Year period.

Miss Lothian – Year 8
Year 8 have worked tirelessly this term, showing true determination
and ambition. I have been thrilled walking around lessons and
seeing their concentration and hard work. This determination
has echoed through their revision for their assessments, which
has been wonderful to see. Watching them develop in respect,
through volunteering to litter pick at lunches, and in ambition and
confidence in taking part in wider school activities, such as the
Legacy sports competitions, has been heart-warming. I look forward
to seeing them continue to grow and thrive in the coming terms.

Miss Bythell – Year 9
This half term Year 9 have really been working hard both in lessons
and in their co-curricular activities. It has been wonderful to see
the amazing attitudes from the Year 9s within their lessons and
hearing them discussing revision techniques and what they have
been learning at break and lunch times. I can really see so many
of them wanting to push and challenge themselves to do better
which makes me incredibly proud. Additionally to this many of the
Year 9s have been taking part in co-curricular clubs after school,
giving up their own time and focusing on what they enjoy as well
as either learning or developing skills. In particular, a highlight for
me has been the sports fixtures like netball and rugby that have
seen pupils working well as a team. Lastly, the determination
and grit shown by those pupils carrying out Ten Tors this half term sums up our year group
perfectly.
To all Year 9s, I hope you and your families have a wonderful break over the Christmas
period and wish you all a healthy, happy and successful 2022.
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Mr Powell – Year 10

STAR STUDENTS
Year 10
Jamie K has been a fantastic asset to the
school throughout his time at Henley
Bank High School, but has absolutely
thrived in all areas since the beginning of
Year 10. Jamie is exceeding expectations
in all of his subjects, often being
highlighted by teachers for outstanding
contributions, attitude to learning or
simply just by producing really high
quality work. Jamie set the bar really
high this term, with his commitment to
co-curricular activities, and captaining
the Year 10 Rugby Team, amongst many
other successes.
Keep up the good work Jamie, I am
incredibly proud of you.

Year 11
Jack B is everything that a successful
year 11 student needs to be, plus plenty
more as well. Jack has shown academic
excellence throughout this year, and
engages with all aspects of the Year 11
strategy from Working Lunch, Revision
Tasks, Period 6, Champions Hour and
plenty more. Jack has incredibly strong
leadership and teamwork skills, which
not only push him on to achieve great
things, but he also makes sure he takes
those within his sphere of influence with
him on his journey to success.
Jack really exemplifies all of the qualities
and values we hold dear at Henley Bank
High School, and he will certainly leave
a great legacy behind when he leaves in
the summer, to go on to achieve great
things!

Another fantastic term from our Year 10 students. They navigated
many adjustments and changes to their day to day operations in
order to support the Year 11’s completing mock examinations, and
handled it with an incredible sense of duty, and community spirit - it
was their turn to support their peers, and they really stepped up. As
the term progressed, the commitment to excellence continued to
rise and grow each and every day. As the content in lessons became
more and more challenging, and significant in terms of coursework
or examination material, they continued to rise to the challenge,
exceeding expectations consistently!
I continue to be inspired by this year’s phenomenal year group, and
I am really excited to watch them grow into the young adults that will be the future of our
wonderful community.

Mr Powell – Year 11
‘Tis the season of mock exams, coursework deadlines and revision plan preparations - a highly
challenging, but highly rewarding term for Year 11 students. Once again this year group have
risen to the occasion, and absolutely smashed the challenges they have faced - the PPE exams
were taken on with confidence and belief, the coursework standard is out of this world and
the revision preparation is in full flow, with so many students completing hours and hours of
meaningful extra study per week - they are absolutely thriving, and in a position to kick on
again from January. This term we have asked for so much from our Year 11’s to ensure they
reach their potential - but has also been a nice opportunity to celebrate our successes together,
from Staff VS Students Netball and Football games, Christmas Tree decorating and the Rodeo
Reindeer in the final week of term - it has been a genuine pleasure to support and work with
Year 11 this year, they inspire me every single day and I have never been more confident that
they will collectively and individually achieve greatness this year!

Languages @ HBHS
All our year groups have been working very hard this term but we wanted to highlight the
amazing start Year 7 have had on their new language journey! Being in French or Spanish, Year 7
have been producing some great pieces of writing introducing themselves – fantastic job Year 7,
well done!
Our students attending our World cinema club enjoyed watching 2 new movies this term: “Astérix
et Obélix, Mission Cléopâtre” (an adaptation from the famous Franco-Belgian comic book) and
“Ponyo” (a Japanese adaption of the classic Little Mermaid).
Mrs Clarkson, French Teacher

Keep it up Jack, you’re absolutely flying!
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Reading @ HBHS
It has been another busy term of books and reading at Henley Bank High School. At the beginning of this term, Mrs Charters trained up the student
librarian team who have been very dedicated to overseeing the books checked in and out in daily Roll Calls as well as opening the whole school
library at lunch times. Well done to our new team of Student Librarians for an enthusiastic start and
for the brilliant ideas on how to make the library a useful and pleasant space to be at lunch times.
The whole school library (in the English block) is open every lunch time- all year groups welcome
and students are welcome to come along to read and spend some quiet time. Students are required
to sign up for a lunch time during Roll Call- so, why not come down and get involved in more
reading? The library has new comfy bean bags to help you get stuck into your book and there is a
huge range of genres and authors to explore.
As always, our tutor groups in Years 7-10 have been reading daily and have so far this year read an
incredible 50 titles!! To tell you more about some of these titles, here are some book reviews written
by students in Years 7 and 9 These book reviews will tell you a little more about their favourite tutor
book of the last 2 terms.
All students have been issued with a DEAR book mark for use with their DEAR book and we now
have stylish book marks for TTRP too. If you need a new DEAR book mark, please speak to Mrs
Charters.
Mrs Charters, Tutor Time Reading Programme Co-ordinator

Student Book Reviews
Year 7: The Goldfish Boy written by Lisa Thompson
Review written by Poppy-Mae Field
My favourite tutor time reading book this term was The Goldfish Boy by Lisa Thompson.
This book is about a boy called Matthew Corbon -who got the nickname ‘The Goldfish boy’- because all he does is stay inside his bedroom, too
afraid to go outside. The reason for this is he has OCD [obsessive compulsive disorder] which makes him too afraid that he’ll bring in germs from the
outside world that will make his loved ones sick and possibly die. From his upstairs windows he watches all the comings and goings on his little cul
de-sac [Chestnut Close] and he takes careful notes of what he sees. Because of this, he was the last person to see his neighbour’s grandson Teddy-a
15 month old boy, before he mysteriously disappeared. There are a lot of suspects in the neighbourhood, and as Matthew tries to crack the case, he
learns that very few people, including himself, are what they seem.
Goldfish Boy is my favourite tutor time reading book, so far, because it’s like a mystery and a bit of a quest at the same time. My favourite moment of
it is when he realises that it isn’t the person that he thought it was because although you feel bad for Matthew that he’s done all the investigating for
nothing it means he can do more investigating to try and find out who it actually was.
I would give this book 5 stars out of 5 stars!
Year 9: The Hate U Give (THUG) by Angie Thomas
Review written by Latasia Francis- Miles
Sixteen year old Starr Carter explores two different, but oddly similar worlds; the poor crime ridden neighbourhood where she lives and the highclass prep school she attends. The uneasy balance between these two worlds is destroyed when she witnesses her old childhood best friend, Khalil,
get shot by a police officer even though he was very much unarmed. Khalil’s death made the national headlines. Some are calling him a thug, maybe
even drug dealer and saying that it was bound to happen anyway because he lives in Garden heights. Protesters aren’t letting Khalil’s name be
spoken in that manner, so they are taking to the streets in Khalil’s name. Some police officers and gang leaders try to intimidate Starr and her actions
towards the situation. What everyone really wants to know is what actually happened that night Khalil was fatally murdered. But the only person who
can answer that is Starr. This book is very powerful and motivational because is shows you what just words can do; the quote ‘What’s the point of
having a voice if you’re gonna be silent in those moments you shouldn’t be?’ really made me think and I think it can really assist my generation. I do
recommend this book to young adults age 13-17. I think it will open the imagination of young minds and give them ideas and ways they can change
the world verbally. It is a very good book and I thoroughly enjoyed reading it with my peers. My favourite moment of the book was when Starr’s
family took in a young boy who was in trouble with a gang and needed to get away; it was nice to see that Starr’s dad-Maverick- was very kind and
understood exactly where DeVante was coming from as he was once a gang member himself and went down the wrong lane in life, and ended up in
prison leaving all his family behind. It is very important that people read this book because it opens your eyes and puts you in the shoes of a person
of colour and what they have to go through and how they need to be careful of on a daily basis. The Hate U Give also addresses the small acts of
racism and discrimination that the character of Starr experiences and how this is constant. Therefore it is a really insightful read as it teaches us to be
aware of how the words you say can affect a person.
Finally-I rate this book a 4.5 stars out of 5 because I was excited to read this book in tutor time reading!
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Art & Technology
It has been another busy term in the Art and Technology department and students have
been very creative across the subjects of Art, Computer Science, Design Technology and
Food Science. We have seen some fantastic work and some of the staff have nominated
their star students who have displayed excellence this term.
In Art, Mrs Lane has nominated Jack T in Year 7 and Ketleyn B in Year 9 for their excellent
work in their topics, with strong drawing skills in the insect project from Jack and an
excellent drawing from Ketleyn of a shoe.
Mrs Cuke has been super impressed with Asia and Emilia D in Year 7 for their incredible
start to the insect work; Michael H in Year 8 for his great work on scale and proportion
in the bottle and sharpener tasks and Sufiyyah and Eman in Year 9 for their outstanding
work on their shoe drawings and overall drawing skills.
In computer science, Mr Phelps has been very impressed with Jack E in Year 9 for his work
on spreadsheets and his willingness to share his answers and ideas with others in the
class.
And finally, Miss Bick has been very impressed with Imogen C in Year 9 for her
contribution to theory, excellent cooking skills and organisation in cleaning to be
prepared to cook.
Well done to all of our Art and Technology students in all year groups, we wish you a
restful break in preparation to start again, refreshed and ready to go in January.
Mrs Lane, Head of Art & Technology

Set Design
Students in the set design club have been very busy creating amazing ideas
for the stage for our school production of Alice next term. We have created
moodboards and design ideas before embarking on the large scale screens,
large signposts and giant mushrooms which are all being constructed in the
art room on Tuesday afternoons during co-curricular club. Set design club
continues in the new term. Well done, team!
Mrs Lane, Head of Art & Technology

Our school production will be held on Wednesday 16th February and
Thursday 17th February 2022. More information will follow.

Science
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An update on sport @ HBHS
This term has brought not only the crisp feel of Winter, but also the feeling of competition!.
There have been some hotly contested matches in rugby for the boys, and whilst the win is still
yet to come, the dedication and support of them in their matches has been phenomenal, and I
know that the staff who have been supporting rugby have been extremely proud of what has
been achieved. The girls have had the opportunity to compete in a number of netball games
seeing both wins and losses across the board. We definitely have some students who if they
have time after school, would do very well at a netball club now. We also welcomed our first
games against Five Acres and look forward to more in the new year.

KEY DATES
Tuesday 4th January
– Inset Day (Staff only) Students to
attend school for covid testing as per
letter sent out
Wednesday 5th January
- All students return

As mentioned the weather has turned and it has been brilliant to see the number of students
prepared for their lesson in the new winter uniform. The activities after Christmas will see us
outside for many of the groups, and this tends to be an even colder period of time. Please see
the school website and school uniform shop (Monkhouse) for the items that are available to be
worn. The groups who have had Mr Foran and Mr Powell have now completed their swimming
sessions and this now moves to groups who have myself on their timetable. The date of these
sessions will appear on the new timetables that are given out in the New Year.

Wednesday 16th February

We have also launched our first Legacy lunchtime competitions in netball. This has seen some
great camaraderie and the students were definitely keen to put their college colours on the
cup. It all came down to Year 10, as key stage 3 tied it all up in some enthralling matches. The
winners of netball this year were Jenner College. We welcome Football to lunchtimes in the
New Year. Good luck to all our college teams.

- End of Term

We have really enjoyed seeing our young leaders supporting groups younger than themselves
in co-curricular clubs and hope to look at some leadership courses in January. If this is
something that is of interest to students in Year 9 and above they will be invited to let me know
on our return.
The PE department would like to thank you for your continued support in ensuring our
students are actively engaged in lessons and that everyone has a safe and relaxing Christmas
break.
Mrs Cuke, Head of PE

Ten Tors Challenge
This term, 19 students from Henley Bank
have begun training for the Ten Tors
challenge, a 35-mile 2-day hike across
Dartmoor in May. With only 6 places
on the final team, the competition
has been strong, but the camaraderie
between our students has been even
stronger. It has been incredible to see
their determination as they’ve pushed
themselves and each other to complete
physical trials from a 15 mile walk to the
bleep test. Training continues in the new
year, but congratulations to Charlie G in
Year 9 whose efforts earned him the top
rank out of 115 students on the recent
training day. Well done as well to Ryan
C, Jacob D, and Sharjeel A in Year 9 who
placed in the top 10 students across
the trust - an outstanding effort and all
students involved should be proud.
Mr Haseler, DofE Co-ordinator

- School Production
Thursday 17th February
- School Production
Friday 18th February
Monday 21st February - Friday 25th
February
- Half Term
Monday 28th February
- All students return

Don’t forget that
you can find
the full school
calendar on our
website

We hope you enjoyed
reading our newsletter.
Please use the following
links to get official
information from the
school:
W: www.henleybankhighschool.co.uk
Facebook – @henleybankhighschool
Twitter – @henleybankhigh
Henley Bank High School
Mill Lane,
Brockworth,
Gloucester, GL3 4QF
T: 01452 863372
E: admin@henleybankhighschool.co.uk
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