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A great start to 2022

Hello and welcome to the latest newsletter
of this academic year. It has been another
brilliant term at Henley Bank High School
with lots of really important events taking
place symbolising a sense of ‘returning to
normality’.
There have been a large number of fixtures in
football, rugby and netball over the last few
weeks which students have absolutely loved
taking part in against other local schools in
the area.

There have also been Legacy sports events
for each year group over lunchtimes which
have proved extremely popular with
students really keen to take part and try to
get a win for their college. The last few weeks
have also seen many students training for
the upcoming Ten Tors challenge which will
see a group of students from Henley Bank
compete against other schools in the country
in completing the challenge of up to 35
miles across Dartmoor in just two days. Our
Duke of Edinburgh award is also going really
well with students working towards their
Volunteering, Physical and Skills sections
before the practise and full expeditions in the
upcoming months.
Year 11 have seen the real start of their
GCSE journey over the last few weeks with
students taking their actual exams in Sport,
Catering, Business and Health & Social Care.
The focus and determination shown by
Year 11 students has been brilliant and as
we approach the final set of ‘mock’ exams, I
want to publicly say well done to the Year 11
students for being so resilient and committed
to excelling in their subjects.

The options process has begun with our
Year 9 students who are starting to make
the decisions on what subjects they would
like to take forward to Years 10 and 11. With
the growth of the school, it is great to be
able to offer new GCSE options in Spanish,
Computing and Music, as well as everything
that we currently offer. Speaking to some of
the Year 9s, they are really excited to have
this choice and continue the subjects that
they are passionate about.
Finally, I would just like to say thank you to
all the staff, students and parents/carers
for being supportive of the unusual past
few months (years!!). I am really grateful for
everything that you have done to ensure that
the school can function as close to normal as
possible.
I wish all our students, staff and their families
a safe half term break. We look forward to
welcoming all year groups back on Monday
28th February.
Mr Derry, Headteacher

Challenging ourselves in
the outdoors
Ten Tors: Since September, 19 students in Year 9 and Year 10 have
been competing to earn a place on the Ten Tors team for this
year. Every single student has been a credit to the school and to
themselves. With 8 students still in the running, the pressure is on for
them to demonstrate that they deserve one of the 6 spots on the final
team at the Dartmoor training in March & April. Keep up the good
work, I am proud of you all.
Duke of Edinburgh: Evidence has been pouring in from our Year 9
and Year 10 students as they work hard for their Bronze and Silver
DofE awards. It’s always a treat to see all the exciting things our
students are doing to challenge themselves, learn new skills and help
their community. Keep adding that evidence and asking for those
assessor reports. Let’s hope for dry weather for the expeditions in the
summer term.
Mr Haseler, DofE Co-ordinator
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STAR STUDENTS

An update from our
Heads of Year

Year 7

Our Head of Year team would like to say a few things about their specific
year groups:

As a school, we recognise that one
of the best ways to reach your goals
is to do the small things well. When
students demonstrate this along with the
willingness and desire to be kind, helpful
and supportive of other students, they
really standout and they are a privilege
to teach and have in our school. This
term’s star student has demonstrated all
of these qualities and has an attendance
and homework record to match.
Congratulations go to Oliver S.

Year 8
This term’s Star Student is Arman. Arman
has shown an immense amount of
determination this half term. He has
thrown himself into his work, striving to
constantly improve each lesson and to
build his skills and knowledge. On top of
this, Arman has shown a real passion in
working towards achieving his Colours
by immersing himself in a range of cocurricular clubs and activities. His passion
has been inspiring and I look forward
to seeing what the future holds for him.
Keep striving for excellence!

Year 9
This term’s Star Student is Oliver T.
Oli has shown improvements in many
areas this term. One key consistency
that has come from myself and staff
members is Oli’s ability to just get
stuck into his work. This work ethic
is something I am really proud of Oli
for and he excels himself by going
above and beyond by always offering
to help and support. I am so proud I
have Oli within my year 9 family and
his positivity and friendliness is something that is definitely infectious.
Keep it up Oli, you’re smashing it!

Mr Phelps – Year 7
Having now settled into the routines of life here at Henley Bank
High School, it has been great to see the Year 7s continue to make
the most of their time here. Attendance has remained high and
homework completion has been maintained which just goes to
demonstrate the high level of determination that the whole year
group has to make the most of their time here. Some of the most
memorable events this term have taken place when the year group
have got together for assemblies. Earlier in January we were able
to mark Holocaust Memorial Day with a special assembly hosted
by Miss Lothian, and last week we had a visit from Richard Graham
MP and an ex-HBHS student; the questions posed to him would
certainly not look out of place on the BBC news! Outside of the
classroom, the Year 7s have continued to represent the school in a
number of sporting fixtures, but a particular sporting highlight has been the engagement of
a large number of students in our “Legacy Lunchtime” activities which have recently involved
both netball and football competitions run by the PE staff.

Miss Lothian – Year 8
Year 8 have had an incredible term. They have settled into their
second year at Henley Bank well and are now pushing themselves
to be the best version of themselves. It brings me great pleasure to
walk around school and see them raising their ambitions in lessons,
striving to do their best and improve. They have grown in respect
this term. It is wonderful to see them be role models to the Year
7s and to see them embracing our anti-litter campaign to create
a cleaner environment. Seeing the Year 8s grow as young people
and embrace the messages and skills given to them in lessons and
assemblies aimed to foster on their people skills has been superb.
I look forward to seeing the determination they will put in to the
coming term to succeed in their assessments, grow their respect,
and harness their creativity in new challenges.

Miss Bythell – Year 9

This half term Year 9 have had a really important one, they have
started the process of deciding on their GCSE options. It has been
a great experience to be part of and hearing all the students
discussing what they love most about their lessons and their future
plans and aspirations has really been a highlight.

The word team has been our theme of the term and the culture
of team and team work is something I have definitely seen. Some
examples and special moments of Year 9 working as a team have
been watching them gather their teams for the legacy football
competitions and also the way in which they have all pulled
together and immersed themselves so competitively in the litter
challenge set by Mr Derry.
We have had such a great start to the year guys, keep it up!
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Mr Powell – Year 10

STAR STUDENTS
Year 10
Tyler is consistently high performing
in all aspects of school life, performing
brilliantly in all in class assessments,
has begun writing incredibly high level
course work in some of his subjects, and
still continues to show commitment
to the co-curricular offer. Tyler was
nominated to be a part of a group of
students to support a primary school
sports event for students with additional
needs, in which he absolutely thrived
and was highlighted by the event
facilitators as being a huge credit to the
school.
Keep working hard Tyler, I can’t wait to
see what you achieve by the end of year
11.

Year 11
Freija has set the bar incredibly high
all year, but has really stepped it up a
gear this half term. Freija has been fully
committed to the Year 11 strategy, and
is working incredibly hard to ensure she
achieves the best that she possibly can.
Freija has shown confidence and
determination in abundance over
the last 6 weeks, and this has been
reflected in the work she is producing.
Her coursework has been outstanding,
and her results in class assessments are
continually improving, showing the
incredible growth mindset she has.

Year 10 have had an absolutely wonderful term, and have shown
incredible growth and maturity throughout. It has been amazing to
work with them and see each student developing as both academics
and as people.
I have been particularly impressed with the response to the working
lunch offer that we have launched for the first time ever in Year 10.
The number of students completing independent study during
this period is a real measure of the determination of our Year 10
students. Respect has been a huge focus for Year 10 this term, and
their response to the drive to keep their social areas clean and tidy
has demonstrated this perfectly. Also the group of Year 10 students
supporting younger anxious students as a part of their role as Mental Health ambassadors has
been a joy to see - the impact they are having is huge!

Mr Powell – Year 11
With the final leg of the journey ahead, Year 11 are in a phenomenal position to achieve
greatness this year. They have risen to every challenge and expectation that has been put on
them, and raised the bar higher than ever before. Working lunch and Champions hour have
been better attended than ever before, revision tasks are being conquered and additional
independent learning has really stepped up with most students now having a revision
schedule in place.
We have launched the final incentives for our Year 11 students this term, which culminates in a
fully funded trip to Alton Towers - it is fair to say that the students are already working hard to
secure their tickets.

Languages @ HBHS
Mr de Bellaigue’s classes have all taken part in a competition this term to put into good use the
French and Spanish they are learning.
Students had to use as much French or Spanish as possible to communicate during lesson, from
saying hello to ask for a glue or specific vocabulary. Everyone has done so great and it was lovely
to hear so much French and Spanish! A special well done for Spanish students Noach in Year 7 as
well as Chané and Dan R in Year 8 who won in their classes. ¡Muy bien! In French, bravo to Zach in
Year 7, Arman in Year 8 and Amir in Year 9!
Mrs Clarkson, French Teacher

Keep up the excellent work Freija, and
keep raising the bar!

Mental Health Student Ambassadors
A group of year 10’s decided to be trained
to become mental health ambassadors.
Our aim is to help as many people suffering
with poor mental health and to generally
be there for anyone who needs us. The Key
Stage 3 pupils can talk to us about anything
and we will do anything we can to help
them. We also teach the strategies that we’ve
learnt to help others if needed. We will try
our best to help and be there for everyone in
the many ways that they need us.
Molly, Year 10
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Science Club
Our budding zoologists have been dissecting owl pellets. These pellets are regurgitated by owls and
contain the fur, feathers and bones of all the animals the owl has eaten. We were able to study the
bones and find out that the owls had mainly feasted on mice, shrews and even a tiny bird!
Next term, there will be a murder mystery
to solve and students will learn all about
Forensic Science. They will even carry out
fingerprint and blood spatter analysis to find
out ‘whodunnit’.
Mrs McNeill, Head of Science

Student Book Reviews
Year 10: The Green Mile written by Stephen King
Review written by Ella Y
The Green Mile is written from the view of a man called Paul Edgecombe who works as a block supervisor of the Cold Mountain Penitentiary
death row that is nicknamed ‘The Green Mile’. This also switches between Paul Edgecombe as an old man in Georgia Pines nursing home in 1996
looking back at his time in 1932. In the year 1932 a man 6’8 named John Coffey arrived on The Mile. During John Coffey’s time on The Mile, he
interacts with fellow prisoners named Eduard Delacroix and William Whorton. In this book a mouse that Eduard Delacriox names Mr Jingles and
teaches tricks, makes an appearance throughout the story.
I particularly liked and enjoyed the plot of the book and the emotion that has been input into the story. The events in the story would cut to
different scenes and views as if a journal or diary would. In The Green Mile the main characters that the book focuses on are Paul Edgecombe
and John Coffey. The Green Mile was written in the first person by Paul Edgecombe which interests me because you can experience
Edgecombe’s emotions and opinions through his views and experiences; it is as if you are actually experiencing it up close.
I found this an educational book because it shows how people were treated in the time of when the story is based yet can also be perceived as
having humour, most commonly between the guards on The Mile.
Personally, my favourite character is Paul Edgecombe because he can be humorous and is a kind spirited person. I particularly like how he ends
up looking after and keeping Mr Jingles for 64 years after Eduard Delacriox’s death. I also like how caring Paul Edgecombe is towards John
Coffey and Eduard Delacroix during their time on The Mile.
Overall, I thought this book was rather enjoyable and a bit of an emotional roller coaster. I recommend The Green Mile to Years 9, 10 and 11s
who are interested in works of fiction, crime and mystery.
I would give this book 4 stars out of 5 stars!

Maths

Top XP since the beginning of
Sparx

Year 8 top 3

Year 11 top 3

Callum N 37532XP

Charlie S 5799XP

Oliver P 23493XP

Top 3 students XP points whole school since September

Alisha D 4648XP

Sky H

Natasha D Year 9 - 50,576 XP

Keanu L 3983XP

Year 7 Top 3

Callum N Year 8 - 37,532 XP

Year 10 top 3

Harry J

Harry J Year 7 - 25132XP

Oliver S 8022XP

Amelia H 23651XP

Top 3 classes for % completion on time

Angel R 6900XP

Sydney H 22059XP

yr-8B/Ma1 Year 8 33

88%

Jake N 5785 XP

yr-7A/Ma2 Year 7 32

87%

Year 9 top 3

yr-8A/Ma2 Year 8 24

87%

Natasha D 50576XP

119 students have 100% homework completions (including
holiday homework)

Sapphire N 14631XP

In Maths this term we wanted to celebrate those pupils going
above and beyond with their Sparx homework. These pupils have
shown great Ambition to achieve some amazing scores. (And do
lots of great Maths!)

2
4

19492XP

25132XP

Mr Partridge, Head of Maths

Sophie L 12687XP
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Art & Technology
I can’t quite believe another term is almost at the end but it’s great to see the lighter
mornings arriving! It’s been an exciting term in the Art and Technology department and
students have been busy in the art rooms, workshops, computer rooms and the kitchen!

In computer science this term we have turned our attention in all year groups to
programming. The Year 7s have been excited to be programming BBC Micro:bits and
continue to show a huge amount of creativity in how they use the capability of these tiny
computer devices to learn formal programming techniques. The Year 8s and Year 9s have
had their first taste of text-based programming, using Python. For many, this is their first
experience of any text-based language but their enthusiasm for learning new skills and
resilience in making repeated attempts to correct the dreaded “syntax error”, is enabling
them to make great progress and enjoy the satisfaction of meeting the challenges set.

Our KS3 have now started to explore working in the workshops in DT where Year 7
have been learning about using tools and measuring and cutting in their Tangram
project: Year 8 have been continuing with their textiles work and are about to construct
their first ‘ugly doll’ toy and Year 9 have been further developing their design and
theory knowledge with metals in their jewellery project. I can’t wait to see some of the
outcomes from this!

In art, Year 7 have been exploring the work of David Hockney and his work on landscapes
in particular and have been using paint to recreate the marks and energy found in
Hockney’s work. Year 8 have been creating mathematical perspective drawings in
their urban topic and learning about how to measure, plot and draw out angles and
perspective points. They did an absolutely fantastic job with this fairly complex drawing!
Year 9 were very lucky to have a live broadcast from contemporary artist Grayson
Perry, where he talked about his work and influences - and even took the Year 9 on a
virtual tour of his studio! Grayson Perry talked very honestly and openly about his life
experiences and how it has influenced his work and this was a great link into our mental
health topic that we are exploring in Year 9. Our Year 10 and Year 11 continue to produce
exemplary pieces in their coursework and we will soon have Year 11 starting their final
large scale pieces.

And finally, the kitchen has been a whirlwind of creations with all year groups putting
on their aprons and using a wide range of ingredients to bring together creative
dishes and getting to grips with good, solid cooking and nutrition foundation skills.
Year 7 have been further developing their knowledge and understanding of simple and
complex carbohydrates and making macaroni cheese and preparing taste tests of rice,
couscous and quinoa. Year 8 have been exploring specialist diets such as gluten free
and lactose free. Year 9 have been exploring the vegan diet and the effects of cooking
methods on different dishes. Year 10 and Year 11 continue to explore the hospitality and
catering industry, with Year 11 beginning to explore their personalised dish for their NEA
assessment. We wish them all the best in their final dish next term!

Well done to all of our Art and Technology students on what’s been another brilliant
term!

Mrs Lane, Head of Art & Technology
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Legacy
The Character Education Legacy programme has been going from strength to strength this year and we are really proud of all of our students and
staff who continue to show AMBITION, CONFIDENCE, CREATIVITY, DETERMINATION and RESPECT on a daily basis. Here are a few highlights:
Colours
We had some of our first set of full colours to hand out just before Christmas in CREATIVITY. Congratulations to Seren in Year 8. I would also like to
take this opportunity to say a big well done to Arman in Y8 who has been working very hard to try and achieve every Half Colour before the Easter
Holidays which is no mean feat. A particular highlight has been his evidence for RESPECT which includes litter picking and writing a letter to a local
care home for residents who have fewer visitors to read.
In Year 8 and Year 9, 12 students are working towards their AMBITION colour as they are taking part in this year’s Brilliant Club project. Aimed at
encouraging young and aspirational students into University, the Brilliant Club is run by a PhD student who presents them with a University style
assignment. This year it is on the Windrush Generation and, if successful, our students will graduate at a leading University. Good luck to: Dimitri A,
Skye D, Latasia F, Jack E, Imogen C, Kennedy S, Amy T, Peter M, Lauren C, Ellie , Theo R and Liberty C.
Colleges
We are excited to announce that our College prize for the end of the year will be a free trip to this year’s Royal Air Tattoo in Fairford. This trip will take
place on Friday 14th July but will only be open to the College who have won the Competition. This includes staff, who are now busily working on
their own College tasks to try and win tokens. If you have any tokens lying around at home, be sure to bring them in to put in the main tubes so that
your College have an even better chance. We will also be bringing back competitions such as the very popular Welly Wanging to help boost those
tokens too. At the moment, the College in the lead is JENNER.
Clubs
We have had a record number of students sign up to our co-curricular Clubs programme- 46% of the school in fact! Some highlights include seeing
the growth of our Eco Club and the introduction of Mindfulness and Lego.I am also pleased to say that we will soon be able to offer our very popular
Baking Club again so watch this space.
The School Production is coming on well and we look forward to inviting you to Alice @ Wonderland on 30th and 31st March.
Mrs Benfield, Assistant Headteacher

Religious Studies in Key Stage 3
Year 7
This term Year 7 are studying Creation in Religious Studies. We have discussed the Big Bang Theory and students have used previous knowl;edge
about Charles Darwin to discuss the Theory of Evolution. Alongside this there was great excitement from Year 7 about the James Webb telescope
being activated by Nasa and what it will be able to tell us about the origins of the universe. Year 7 have further undertaken the study of the christian
creation story and are currently applying this knowledge to the big question “It is possible to believe both the story in Genesis 1 and the Big
Bang Theory. How far do you agree with this statement? In RS I encourage our students to improve their wider knowledge to this end, this term I
recommend that students look at the BBC Earth website which has fascinating short films and activities which families can undertake to gain a better
understanding of the world we live in.
Year 8
This term Year 8 are studying pilgrimage in Religious Studies. The Year 8s have been discussing the difference between a pilgrimage and a holiday
using the walk to Santiago de Compostela in Spain as an example, many of them have expressed a desire to try to do the walk - all 500 miles, over
30 days. Further to this Year 8 have just finished their study of Islamic pilgrimage and the Hajj, looking at the events of Hajj and how going on Hajj
benefits a Muslim in their relationship with Allah/God. After half term students will go on to study Christian pilgrimage, in particular Lourdes in
France and Iona in Scotland. As always I encourage our students to go further with their studies and for pilgrimage I recommend that students watch
Pilgrimage with Simon Reeves on youtube which is an excellent documentary series.
Year 9
This term Year 9 are studying conflict and peace in Religious Studies. They have studied the causes and some of the consequences of war with links
to their Key Stage 3 History curriculum. Students have discussed with some vigour the merits of St Paul’s, St Augustine’s and St Thomas Aquinas’
views on war. As it has been 19 years since the Iraq war, students have applied Just War Theory to the war and have created justified opinions on
this conflict. Students will be going on to study both Christian and Buddhist views about pacifism and the conflicting views on nuclear weapons. To
further aid their studies I suggest watching the cartoon by Raymond Briggs called “When the wind blows”(youtube) about what would happen if
there was a nuclear war, it is a highly poignant piece of work with a soundtrack by David Bowie.
Miss Rawlings, Religious Studies Teacher
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History
Year 7 have been delving into treacherous waters as they explore the cut-throat nature of power under the medieval monarchies. Building on their
knowledge of William I, students have been thrown into the depths of medieval society as they learn about the perilous nature of the throne, the
extent of monarch’s power, their right to rule and how they resisted challengers determined to cut their reigns short. Of particular importance is the
journey students will be taking via the tragedy that befell Thomas Becket - once a good friend of Henry II, then sworn enemy. How did Kings fare
against rivals? Was it possible for Kings to rid themselves of ‘turbulent priests’ without retribution? What made a ‘good’ medieval monarch?
Year 8 students have shifted focus from the 18th-19th century Empire towards Britain itself, entering the gritty, smoky world of the Industrial
Revolution. As Britain exploited it’s Empire for vital natural resources, industry in Britain grew exponentially to become the ‘workshop of the world’,
becoming the global centre of innovation, canals, industry and the famous factory system. As students are taken through the gritty realities of
children toiling in the mills and coal mines of the North East, towards investigating the dark and dangerous streets of East End London, students will
learn the true meaning of efficiency and social change as Britain developed through it’s age of steam.
Building on their early 20th century knowledge, Year 9 have been concentrating on understanding the complexities of the Holocaust. This
particularly emotive, evocative period of history offers students a chance to reflect on the nature of power and race, and how persecution was
enabled on such a large scale. Whilst anti-semitism can be traced as far back as the medieval realm, students will be charged with answering why this
genocide was possible in 20th century Germany. Through the lens of its victims, students will attempt to uncover who supported such a systematic
extermination of so-called ‘undesirables’, how it was carried out, and what legacy was left behind for us to reflect with.
Mr Gailey, History Lead
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An update on sport @ HBHS

KEY DATES

This term Team PE has gone fitness mad! Our students have been experiencing an array of circuits,
fitness videos, yoga and zumba echoing around the sports centre. On top of this, the traditional
sports of hockey, football, badminton and swimming have also been available for our students.

Monday 28th February

We have had many opportunities to talk to our students about what we offer at Henley Bank High
school and the team have also been reading around the future of the subject. This does mean that
we are working away planning a new direction for September 2022. Watch this space as we are really
excited to roll this out!.
Our co-curricular students are still keeping us busy - which we really enjoy seeing. Recreational
badminton has been a real hit; literally, and our Year 9s are making use of this opportunity to come
and have some fun.

– All students return to school
Tuesday 1st March - Thursday 10th
March
– Y11 Pre-Public Examinations
Monday 14th March - Thursday 31st
March
- Year 7, 8, 9 ,10 Assessments
Tuesday 29th March

Our teams in both football and netball have had numerous fixtures and with some fantastic wins
and a few narrow losses. Although a win is always great, the lessons learnt from a loss are far greater,
and we hope that players begin to see where improvements can be made to improve their success
in future games.

- School Production

We have also welcomed our local primaries to a SEND event that the School Partnership were
running; providing 16 of our student leaders to help run this. This was the first time we have been
able to do this, and our students were phenomenal. They were all amazing and our primary teachers
were so complimentary of how they supported the students throughout the morning. We are not
done with you all yet as there are a few more events that you are being asked to support in the
upcoming terms. Well done everyone!

Wednesday 6th April & Thursday
7th April

The uptake to catch up with live Olympics action has been exciting, and it has been great to listen
to some of the conversations the students are having from catching a glimpse of some inspirational
athletes in sports that the UK are not always accustomed to.
Finally, a huge thank you to all of you who supported the Charity raffle this term; I am very
overwhelmed with the Henley Bank support and it certainly is helping with getting me out training
for the summer. Congratulations to all the winners, who have been informed and received their
prizes.

Mrs Cuke, Head of PE

Wednesday 30th March
- School Production

- Year 8 & 11 Academic Review
Evenings
Thursday 7th April
- Last day of term for students
Friday 8th April
- Year 8 & 11 Academic Review
morning
Monday 11th April - Friday 22nd
April
- Easter Holidays

Don’t forget that
you can find the full
school calendar on
our website
We hope you enjoyed
reading our newsletter.
Please use the following
links to get official
information from the
school:

Student Sports Leaders
Wednesday 2nd February 2022
4 primary schools from across Gloucester came to Henley Bank to compete in a sporting event.
Some of these events included Kerling,precision beanbags, skittles, popcorn parachute , baccia
ball, Basketball, flight path. These games were enjoyed by all the primary school children and it was
amazing to help the younger children with the games that they were playing!
Molly, Year 10

W: www.henleybankhighschool.co.uk
Facebook – @henleybankhighschool
Twitter – @henleybankhigh
Henley Bank High School
Mill Lane,
Brockworth,
Gloucester, GL3 4QF
T: 01452 863372
E: admin@henleybankhighschool.co.uk
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