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Legacy for the future
Hello and welcome to the latest newsletter
of this academic year. It has been another
fantastic term at Henley Bank High School.
After two years of a different way of running
GCSEs, we are now back in the traditional
exam season with Year 11 students taking
exams across six and a half weeks. The
dedication and preparation that has been
put in has been outstanding and all the staff
wish them all the success in the world.
It has been a term of success stories across
all aspects of school life. Our Year 10
students who have been trained as Mental
Health Ambassadors have continued
to show confidence by presenting to
parents in information evenings, as well as
recording assemblies for their peers. The
Ten Tors challenge which involves weeks of
preparation took place with students in Year
9 completing 35 miles across the difficult
Dartmoor terrain. 60 students in Years 9 and
10 are currently training and preparing for
the Bronze and Silver Duke of Edinburgh
expeditions.

From baking club to golf club to show choir
to our netball and rounders summer league,
these are just some of our great co-curricular
clubs on offer.
Finally, I would just like to say thank you as
always to all the staff, students and parents/
carers for all that has been done over the past
few weeks, it really is appreciated.

We have students fundraising for their trip
to Borneo, other students arranging and
organising cake sales to raise money and
awareness of charities close to their heart, as
well as many students competing in sports
outside of school including boxing and horse
riding. It is fantastic after a difficult couple
of years to see students excited to get back
to normality, and attendance to our cocurricular clubs reflects this.

I wish all our students, staff and their families
a safe half term break. We look forward to
welcoming all year groups back on Monday
6th June.
Mr Derry, Headteacher

Gloucestershire Young Photographer
We are delighted to announce that the Cheltenham Camera
Club selected 5 of our student’s work for exhibition at this
year’s Gloucestershire Young Photographer show. This is a huge
achievement as the competition is very tough and there are
hundreds of very strong entries. Harvey in Year 10 achieved a
highly commended award
for his photo of his dog and
was presented with a special
certificate at a prize-giving
ceremony. All chosen photos
were exhibited at Chapel Arts
in Cheltenham from 4th - 14th
May. Congratulations to all
and well done to all students
who took part - we had over 30
entries from Henley Bank!
Mrs Lane, Head of Arts and Technology
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STAR STUDENTS

An update from our
Heads of Year

Year 7

Our Head of Year team would like to say a few things about their specific
year groups:

This term I would like to recognise
someone who has shown great character
and clearly demonstrated their ambition
and determination. At the end of the
Winter term, one of our students was
dissatisfied with his own performance in
his assessments; he didn’t perform badly at
all but he did have that sense that he could
have achieved more. Throughout the
Spring Terms he sought the advice from
his teachers, was extremely focussed on
his goals and his most recent assessments
showed a strong improvement in all
subjects. This student stands out as
demonstrating a huge amount of
determination to achieve his own personal
goals. Well done Oli M

Mr Phelps – Year 7
It’s difficult to believe just how quickly this year is flying by, but here
we are at the end of yet another term. This term has been another
full of new learning experiences and opportunities for students and
staff and whilst much was, and continues to be, made of wondering
how students would all cope with our return to the “new normal”
this year, I am continually impressed by the examples that our
students are showing us what can be achieved and overcome when
their ambition, determination and creativity is applied in the right
way. In addition to their continued progress in their academic
studies, this term we have seen students excel in national maths
challenges, local photography competitions, helping local charities
through bake sales and sponsored events, as well as taking part
in the ever-widening range of sports that are opening back up. It
really is easy to forget at times that this is the first full academic year in school that these Year
7s have had since they were 8/9 years old; they are all incredible and I am really proud of all of
them.

Year 8
This term’s Star Student is Chané. Chané
takes everything on with a smile. She
has embraced the co-curricular clubs,
broadening her skill sets and experiences.
She has shown great dedication during
the production and in her enthusiasm
for the next one. She has shown a great
enthusiasm in her lessons and wanting
to progress. Chané’s growth this term
has been a wonder to see. Keep up the
fabulous work!

Year 9
Tyria, you have had such an amazing
half term well done! I have been
particularly impressed with the way
you have thrown yourself into new
challenges, increased your confidence
and have even been supporting other
students. Seeing you get involved in
cooking club and netball has been
lovely. In addition to this your attitude
and effort in lessons has shown respect,
determination and ambition towards
your studies and I am so proud of the
progress you are making and hope you
continue to thrive into next term and
next year.
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Miss Lothian – Year 8
Year 8 have had a great term. Albeit short, they have shown great
enthusiasm, especially for their co-curricular clubs. A number of
students took part in the Brilliant Club, where they were given the
opportunity to work with a university tutor conducting research
and writing a university assignment on the Windrush generation,
before attending their graduation ceremony at Oxford University. In
addition to this, our after-school clubs have had a fantastic turn out.
Cooking club has had a great turn out, with students honing their
baking skills – I particularly enjoyed my time baking banana muffins
with them this term! After the success of the school production last
term, Show Choir has been full with budding musical performers
preparing themselves to audition for next year’s production. Finally,
we have seen a good turn out for our lunchtime Legacy sports offer of Ultimate Frisbee this
term. Keep up the brilliant determination and continue trying new activities, Year 8!

Miss Bythell – Year 9

This term has been filled with lots of achievements and ambition
from the Year 9s. Some highlights have been the students
completing the Ten Tors Dartmoor challenge; the resilience and hard
work that went into this weekend was phenomenal and I could not
be prouder of Archie, Adam, Ryan, Charlie, Sharjeel and Jacob, well
done guys!

Some other highlights have been the students completing the
Brilliant club assignments and having a fabulous day graduating
at the University of Oxford, The University trip with some Year 9
students to Cirencester’s Royal Agricultural University and hearing all
about the work students have been doing to complete their bronze
Duke of Edinburgh awards.
I hope all of Year 9 have a restful break, enjoying the jubilee celebrations and come back
refreshed, ready to tackle the last half term head on!
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Mr Powell – Year 10
Year 10 have stepped up brilliantly this term, and have continued
to engage with Working Lunch and committing to their homework
revision tasks. After the half term break year 10 will also be taught
for the final 20 minutes of period 5, instead of DEAR time, which has
been received really well by all of the Year 10 students and they are
incredibly keen for additional opportunities to learn and practise.
This is the first stage of preparation for them starting Year 11.

STAR STUDENTS
Year 10
Greg has had a fantastic term, and has
made such progress across the board in
both his academic achievement and also
in his character. Greg always has a smile
on his face, and enjoys whatever it is he
is doing, with whoever he is with. Greg is
an incredibly polite and respectful young
man, who has a positive influence on all
around him.
Keep up the fantastic work Greg, we are
all incredibly proud of you. Your happygo-lucky attitude to life is so infectious.

Mr Powell – Year 11
The run in to the exam window has been the entire focus from our Year 11 students, and they
have shown a new level of focus and determination that makes us all very proud. The focus on
show in every Booster and Warm up session prior to the exams fills me with such confidence
that when the summer comes, all students will be able to open their results with pride for all
they have achieved.

Year 11

Ten Tors

Alisha has really made Year 11 count,
by accessing every last bit of support
and advice available to her, and being
incredibly disciplined with her revision
schedule, coursework deadlines and
commitment to Working Lunch and
Champions hour every single day. Alisha
has risen to the challenge of Year 11,
and exceeded everyone’s expectations
at every turn. She is an incredibly hard
working and determined young lady,
who will go on to achieve great things
throughout her life.

Huge congratulations to Ryan, Jacob, Sharjeel, Charlie, Archie, and Adam in Year 9 who became
the first team from Henley Bank to ever complete the Ten Tors 35 mile challenge. The weekend
brought hot and sunny weather with mist in the mornings and low clouds; a far cry from the
hail, snow, and weather warnings for wind they’d trained in, but bringing its own challenges. All
six dug deep and showed true determination to navigate their way across Dartmoor and work
together without any adult support at all. Unfortunately, an ankle injury after 18 miles prevented
the team’s captain, Adam, from carrying on to their final checkpoint of Day 1; however, he
returned to base camp and we saw the HBHS team cross the finish line at 14:32:13 on the Sunday
afternoon. They were exhausted, but smiling and definitely earned the cornish pasties given out
by the army at the finish line. Well done boys, you should all be incredibly proud of yourselves.
Mr Haseler

We all wish you the best of luck with
your exams, and can’t wait for results day
in the summer!

UK Maths Challenge
This term a select group of our
Mathematicians took part in the UK Maths
Challenge. We achieved some fantastic
results with some pupils qualifying for the
national Junior Kangaroo competition.
Overall we had 3 Golds, 9 Silvers, and 25
Bronze, our best ever results!
Special congratulations to Charlotte A (Best
in School!), Isaac B, Joshua T, Eric K (Best in
Year 7!) Leo B and A-Jai C for being the top 3
in each year group.
Well done to everyone who participated.
Mr Partridge, Head of Maths
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Brilliant Club

Henley Bank celebrates students as they graduate from unique university access programme
On Tuesday 10th May, Henley Bank celebrated the success of 12 students as they graduated from The Scholars Programme, a national university
access programme.
Students were encouraged to think and work independently across seven tutorials with a subject expert PhD researcher. During the programme,
they learnt about Windrush, Migration and Belonging in Modern Britain and then completed a challenging final essay which was given a
university-level grade.
The Scholars Programme, run by UK-wide university access charity The Brilliant Club, supports students to develop the knowledge, skills and
confidence needed to progress to the country’s most competitive universities and succeed once there. They had a tour of the university given by
current students, who answered questions our students had on university life.
This programme helped to bring together two communities – PhD researchers and students – who might otherwise never interact with each
other, which led to our students being able to study innovative and inspiring topics.
We were so proud that all 12 students passed and received marks ranging from a first to a 2:2. Henley Bank had the most students who
graduated at the ceremony.

Students attended an afternoon of information, guidance and a fantastic ceremony celebrating their achievements.

A huge congratulations to Kennedy S, Jack E, Imogen C, Latasia F, Dmitri A, Skye D, Theo R, Peter M, Ellie T, Lauren C, Amy Rae T and Liberty C - Our
graduates of 2022!
Susie Whigham, Interim CEO at The Brilliant Club, congratulated the pupils on their achievements:
“Congratulations to these outstanding students as they graduate from The Scholars Programme. They join a community of over 90,000 young
people who have taken part in The Brilliant Club since 2011.
“Completing their final assignments was no doubt challenging, but it has shown that these students have a passion for learning and the
knowledge to produce university-style work already. I hope they use these new skills throughout their education and continue their fantastic
work.”
Miss Breeden, English Teacher
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An update on sport @ HBHS
It is fantastic to see so many students being determined, creative and confident to choose their
own teams and turn up every week for some really good matches. We have seen 5 Star review at the
top of the table for the first 3 weeks, and only this week did The Winners take it all finally get to the
top - although it is all very close. Only two more weeks of regular matches before we get to the semi
finals!
Mrs Cuke, Head of PE

KEY DATES
Monday 6th June
- All students return
Monday 6th June - Friday 10th June
– Year 10 Work Experience
Thursday 16th June
– Year 6 Drop In
Wednesday 22nd June
– Year 6 Drop In
Friday 24th June
- Inset Day
Monday 27th June - Thursday 14th
July
- Year 7 - Year 10 Assessments
Monday 1st July
- Year 11 Prom
Wednesday 6th & Thursday 7th July
- Year 6 Transition Days
Monday 18th July

Art & Technology

- Sports Day
Tuesday 19th July
- Year 10 Academic Review Evening
Wednesday 20th July
- Year 9 Academic Review Evening
- Last day for all students
Thursday 21st July
- Year 9 & 10 Academic Review
Morning

We hope you enjoyed
reading our newsletter.
Please use the following
links to get official
information from the
school:
W: www.henleybankhighschool.co.uk
Facebook – @henleybankhighschool
Twitter – @henleybankhigh
Henley Bank High School
Mill Lane,
Brockworth,
Gloucester, GL3 4QF
T: 01452 863372
E: admin@henleybankhighschool.co.uk
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