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An Inspector Calls
Hello and welcome to the last newsletter
of this academic year. It has been a brilliant
year and a true sense of normality after two
disjointed years has returned allowing the
whole academic year to be completed in
person.
There is lots to share in this final edition of
the year, but the first thing to mention is
our recent Ofsted inspection. I would like
to thank everyone for all of their words of
support, kindness and encouragement – they
meant a huge amount to the staff. I thought
this would be a good place to explain what
happens next. Ofsted visited and will now
write their report. When this report has been
released alongside their judgement, we will
share that with you all straight away.
This half term saw the Year 11s complete
their GCSE exams and they did everyone
proud. Their focus, effort and determination
was exemplary. They all wanted to succeed
and took all of the guidance from staff fully
on board. We wish them the best of luck on
results day (25th August) but also for their
futures.
The building work is full steam ahead with
both building sites working around the

clock to improve the facilities of the school.
This half term also saw the 50th anniversary
of the opening of the school building. The
school was built to bring more capacity to
the area, and it is interesting that we are now
building more capacity for the school 50
years later. The students have been fantastic
with regards to the building work and many
are excited to see the finished result in
September.
I would like to take this opportunity to
congratulate several students. The first
of these is Izzy H who after a successful
manifesto and campaign has been voted
Head Student for the next academic year. In
addition, Kennedy S has been successful in
becoming Lead Mental Health Ambassador

for the next academic year with Freyalea D
as Deputy, Skye C as Assistant and Kristian D,
Lucia B, Josh S and Izzy F as the wider Mental
Health Ambassador team. Our students
successfully completed Ten Tors, Silver Duke
of Edinburgh, Bronze Duke of Edinburgh
expedition practise with the final expedition
to be completed in September and even two
of our students (Shantaye P and Harry J) got
to the final of the Gloucestershire Young Chef
competition. There is a huge amount more
that I could include but I just wanted to give
some snippets of the success of this year.
Finally, I would just like to say thank you as
always to all the staff, students and parents/
carers for all that has been done over this
academic year. It really is a team effort and I
am grateful.
I wish all our students, staff and their families
a safe Summer break. We look forward to
welcoming our new Year 7s and our Year 11s
on Wednesday 7th September before all year
groups return on Thursday 8th September.
Mr Derry, Headteacher

Paris
During the final week of term, some of our Y10 and Y11
French GCSE students will be departing on a trip to Paris. We
will visit Nausicaa aquarium in Boulogne-Sur-Mer followed
by the war memorial Vimy Ridge en route to Paris. We will
then spend the day enjoying the sites of Paris and visiting
famous attractions including the Eiffel Tower, the Sacré Coeur,
Montmartre, the Tuileries gardens, the Arc de Triomphe, the
Champs-Élysées and a boat trip along the river Seine. We
will spend the following day at Disneyland Paris enjoying
the rollercoasters, meeting the Disney characters, watching
the parade and enjoying the fireworks at the Disney castle.
Before returning to England on the final day, we will visit the
PSG football stadium and a chocolate factory to see how
traditional French chocolate truffles are created- and sample
some of course!
Miss Bowers, Head of MFL
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STAR STUDENTS
Year 7
At the beginning of the year, we shared
a number keys to success that everyone
could do that required no talent - things
like being on time, being prepared, having
the right attitude to learning and having
respect for yourself and others. This year
it has proved extremely difficult to choose
just one student who has taken this advice
and applied these keys throughout the
year, but it is my absolute pleasure to
award this term’s Star Student to Jaiden
A. Jaiden has an excellent attendance and
homework record, has a great attitude in
class and shows a great deal of respect for
his peers and teachers; several teachers
have made comments similar to this one,
“He always works hard and definitely
wants to do well.” Well done Jaiden - keep
doing those small things well.

Year 8
This term’s Star Student is Shantaye.
Shantaye has shown great dedication and
a growth of confidence in her lessons this
term. However, on top of this, Shantaye
has shown outstanding ambition and
determination by entering and making
it into the regional final of Junior Chef of
the Year. She was competing as one of 6
finalists in the South West. I am incredibly
proud of the growth and achievements
that Shantaye has had this term. I cannot
wait to see what next year brings for you,
Shantaye. Keep up the brilliant work!

Year 9
This half term Brandon has shown the
real best of himself. He is a student that
comes into school each day and does
his absolute best to thrive and enjoy
his education. I really admire Brandon’s
work ethic and determination to be the
very best version of himself. Brandon,
keep doing you, I’m excited to see
where it takes you next year as I know
you will achieve everything you set your
mind to!
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An update from our
Heads of Year
Our Head of Year team would like to say a few things about their specific
year groups:

Mr Phelps – Year 7
Whilst many of us have been somewhat relieved to be getting back
to “normal”, it is worth remembering that for our current Year 7s this
academic year has been anything but normal. Not only have they
not had a full academic year since they were 9, they have entered
a new school, had new teachers, new routines and studied some
very new subjects. It has been an absolute pleasure seeing them
all grow into their new surroundings and taking advantage of all of
the opportunities offered to them; music lessons, sports clubs and
fixtures, science and art clubs, theatre trips and the wide variety of
Fun Friday activities have never been short of students wanting to
get involved. I am looking forward to seeing how the year group
build on this start as they enter Year 8.

Miss Lothian – Year 8
It has been my absolute pleasure to be the Head of Year 8 this year.
I have felt privileged to have had this group during my first year as
Head of Year. They have been inspiring with their determination,
respect, and ambition, and have grown in confidence throughout
the year. This year has seen Year 8 blossom into dedicated students
who widely contribute to the school. It has been a year of firsts in a
long time. It has been their first full year of in-school learning since
they were in Year 5. It has been their first school trips of secondary
school. It has been their first year mingling with other year groups at
secondary school. It has been their first year not being the youngest
in secondary school. Year 8 have embraced all of these firsts this year.
They have been wonderful role models to the Year 7s, while growing in confidence with their
interaction with the older years. This is something I hope they continue to be and do next year.
I feel ever so privileged to be taking them through into Year 9 and continuing to be their Head
of Year. Have a well deserved break, Year 8, and I will see you next year for the next adventure!

Miss Bythell – Year 9

What a year it has been for Year 9! I am so incredibly proud of
all year 9 students this year on what they have achieved both
personally and academically. The pupils never fail to surprise me
with their determination and grit to get through any challenges
that face them, and is what I admire most.
The year has seen more trips, which Year 9 have shown what polite
and respectable young people they are and have shown an interest
into various areas of further education, work and knowledge.
I am really looking forward to being their Head of Year next year
to continue to help them grow and build, our focus is going to
be around work ethic and I cannot wait to see them thrive to the
challenge once again.

I would like to wish all Year 9s and their families a restful and sunny break, please come back
refreshed and ready to face Year 10 head on!
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Mr Powell – Year 10
Another academic year almost over, and another journey of growth
and development from our Year 10 students. The commitment to
excellence this term has been incredible, with all students showing
us their resilience and determination during the examination period,
whilst also continuing to work hard in other areas of the school such
as the Mental Health Ambassador team, the Student Leadership
Team, and the students that were instrumental in the support of the
Year 6 transition events.

STAR STUDENTS
Year 10
Harvey really is such an energetic,
dedicated and charismatic young man,
that has the ability to bring the best out
of those around him. Harvey has shown
a real commitment to his studies this
term, and has been excelling in all areas
of the curriculum. Harvey has shown that
he has the resilience to navigate his way
through a full GCSE examination period,
and come out the other side with even
greater desire to succeed.
I am excited to see what you can achieve
in Year 11 Harvey, you have got so much
potential and all the tools you need to
reach it. Stay focused and dedicated
throughout the next year, but more
importantly make sure that you keep up
your energy and cheerfulness, as it has
such a huge impact on those around
you.

At the end of a busy term, it has been a great opportunity to reflect
on all that has been achieved by this fantastic group of young people.
I am so proud of each and every one of them, and know that they
have absolutely everything it takes to be great Year 11’s, and I am looking forward to sharing
that with them all.
Bring on next year!

Year 11
Wow- what a year! We are so proud of our Year 11 students who have absolutely shone
throughout this year. They have been outstanding role models for the younger year groups;
making it through a tough year filled with uncertainty whilst demonstrating bucket loads of
respect, ambition, determination, creativity and confidence. We have thoroughly enjoyed being
able to celebrate their successes over the last few weeks with shirt signing, a reward trip to Alton
Towers, a farewell BBQ and the Year 11 Prom. You have all been wonderful, Year 11, and we wish
you all the best in your future endeavours! We will miss you, keep in touch.
Miss Bowers, Acting Assistant Headteacher

This is going to be your year Harvey!

Careers
On 14th June we took 28 Year 10 students
to Bristol Zoo to hear about South
Gloucestershire and Stroud College Higher
Education course in Zoology. The students
learnt about careers in Zoology, the skills
and qualifications needed in order to
apply for the course, and what the course
typically involves. We were shown how to
do a research study on Flamingos as well as
looking at biofacts, what they are and why
we have them. We were also able to enjoy a
short tour of the Zoo.
On 16th June we took 70 Year 9 students
to the University of Gloucestershire for
an Insights into Higher Education visit.
Students were given a tour of the university,
were able to see what they have on offer,
and talk to subject staff - they were even
able to have a session in the Moot Court
and act out a trial. Talks and workshops
were delivered by Grows Gloucestershire,
along with student ambassadors and
representatives from SGS, on what to look
for when researching universities and what
to expect at university.
Mrs Dobson and Mrs Camber,
Careers Team
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Inclusion News

This has been a year like no other for HBHS in terms of SEND and my phenomenal Inclusion team. Having won the amazing national nasen
Secondary provision award in October, the momentum to keep improving our provision for everyone at Henley Bank has not stopped. I will be
spending next week finishing our application for the 2022 awards (fingers crossed!)
Many thanks have to go to our outgoing Mental Health Ambassadors (MHA), who under the leadership of Morgan and Molly, have really set the
standards for the new crew taking up the helm in September. Recently Chris from Bespoke Mentoring came in to review what the MHA team
have achieved and he left absolutely ‘blown away’ - ‘It’s what should be happening everywhere!’.
From the feedback from the Parent Voice Questionnaire, I am planning to continue to deliver regular parent workshops covering the following
areas;
Supporting your anxious child
Keeping your child safe online
Understanding and managing dyslexia
Understanding language and communication needs - why they make our children so frustrated
As well as a repeat of the Behind the Mask session. If you are yet to log on and complete the parent voice, please click on the link below:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1efzkhSZMOUt9lP9uTgLzsgHEI1SZDORvWmdQZasXvjs/prefill

Please look out for an email from me early in September with next term’s dates.
Finally, I need to thank Laura Grace for her amazing work in setting up and leading on our parent coffee and chat group to support parents and
carers, particularly those with neuro-atypical children. We have pencilled in the following days for next term - please come along, 9.15-10.45am
in the PLC common room.
14th September
29th September
11th October
Ms Williams, Inclusion Lead

Mental Health Ambassadors
Over the last school year we have had the pleasure of supporting many students particularly in KS3 and we feel it has had such a positive impact
throughout the school.
We hope you have enjoyed our assemblies, raising awareness of positive mental health and learning the strategies you can use to help yourself.
Many of you now wear the mental health awareness ribbon on your blazers from our last Fun Friday Mental Health awareness day.
We had the privilege to help the Year 6s who are joining in September at lunch and break time on their induction days. We hope they feel very
welcome and know us older ones aren’t as scary as we may look!
We can’t wait to hand over to the new ambassadors in September who we have recently recruited and are absolutely amazed with! Although we
will miss it but we will still be there to help in Year 11, but the new ambassadors will have much more involvement!
We can gladly say that Kennedy, our new lead ambassador, is absolutely amazing! As are our new Deputy, Frayalea and Assistant, Skye. We are
excited to see what they get up to next year while we work hard achieving our GCSEs.
We’d like to thank everyone for their ongoing support of our new project! With a massive shout out to Mrs Topp who has been there every step of
the way to help us, we can’t thank her enough!
Morgan E, Conor C, Molly H, Year 10 Mental Health Ambassador Leadership
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Mental Health Ambassadors
We are very excited to introduce ourselves as your new Mental Health Ambassadors.We have
exciting plans for our roles as Mental Health Ambassadors, including making sure Henley bank High
school is a safe place for all its students, ensuring that the students of Henley bank understand that
they can talk to the teachers or the Mental Health Ambassadors about any struggles ,problems or
worries and to know that we will try our hardest to help with these struggles.
We have already helped to support the Year 6’s on their induction days and we have plans for fun
Friday activities during mental health awareness week which will help spread awareness of mental
health in school, removing the stigma and making positive mental health enjoyable for everyone in
the school community.
We look forward to seeing you in your break and lunch areas in September, come and find us and
say hello!
Kennedy, Frayalea, Skye, Josh S, Kristian, Lucia and Isabelle.

KEY DATES
Wednesday 7th September
– Year 7 & 11 return to school
Wednesday 7th September
– Year 11 Offer Launch evening
Thursday 8th September
– All year groups return to school
Monday 12th September
– Year 8 Parent Information Evening
Wednesday 14th September
- Year 9 Parent Information Evening
Thurday 15th September
- Year 10 Parent Information Evening
Thursday 15th September
- Year 7 & 10 School Photographs
Tuesday 20th September
- Year 6 Open Evening

Borneo
The Borneo students have been cracking on with fundraising for their trip next July. On the last
day of Term 5, the students organised a Jubilee cake competition where Henley Bank students
were asked to bring in decorated cakes to sell, with a prize (a big jar of sweets and chocolate!) for
the best decorated one. Congratulations to Lauren and Daniel for winning the competition - they
had an incredible cheesecake decorated with the Union Jack made out of berries. The cake sale
raised a total of £117.

Saturday 24th - Sunday 25th
September
- Bronze DofE Expedition
Thursday 29th September
- World of Work day
Monday 17th - Tuesday 18th
October
- Sports PGL Trip
Friday 21st October

During this past term, students attended a training day, led by the travel company, where they
met all the other students on the trip, did some team building exercises and discussed fundraising ideas. This spurred them on to keep working hard to raise money and they have been busy
washing staff cars after school. Some cars both inside and out! This has raised £108 so far but we
have more cars booked in before school’s out for summer!
The students have fundraised a grand total of £630 as a group, as well as several hundred pounds
individually. Well done, Team Borneo!
Miss Leefe, Trip Leader

- Last day of term
Tuesday 1st November
- All students return
We hope you enjoyed
reading our newsletter.
Please use the following
links to get official
information from the
school:
W: www.henleybankhighschool.co.uk
Facebook – @henleybankhighschool
Twitter – @henleybankhigh
Henley Bank High School
Mill Lane,
Brockworth,
Gloucester, GL3 4QF
T: 01452 863372
E: admin@henleybankhighschool.co.uk
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